Theme: To prosper, one must be willing to compromise

Evidence from the Poem and what it proves: 
“Of course the world didn’t stand still. The world grew” You need to compromise because things will change whether you like it or not. 

“A new highway came […] and they built it right over those two stubborn Zax and left them there, standing un-budged in their tracks.” If you refuse to change other will change without you and you will be left behind

“Never budge! That’s my rule. Never budge in the least! Not an inch to the west! Not an inch to the east!” Show how the Zax is unwilling to compromise

“I’ll prove to you that I won’t change my ways if I have to keep standing here fifty nine days”



“The Zax,” by Dr. Seuss, shows that in order to prosper, people must be willing to compromise. Seuss illustrates this point by showing two Zax, a south going Zax and a North going Zax, that refuse to move when they bump into each other on the Prairie Prax. When they meet they proclaim that they will not move. One Zax shouts “Never budge! That’s my rule. Never budge in the least! Not an inch to the west! Not an inch to the east.” This shows that the Zax is unwilling to compromise his idea of what is the right way to do something, even by a small amount. The other Zax is just as stubborn and shouts that he “won’t change [his] ways [even] if [he] has to keep standing [there] fifty-nine days.” The Zaxs believe that if they refuse to compromise, eventually the world will change for them. However, both Zaxs are ultimately shown that their defiant nature will not make the world stop when a “new highway [is…] built […] right over the stubborn Zax.” This illustrates the point that if someone refuses to adapt, the world will keep changing regardless. The story of the Zax by Dr. Seuss is a reminder to humanity to not be stubborn or they may miss out on many opportunities in life.  

