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Name: __________________
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A good topic sentence:  

1. ______________ a paragraph around a _____________ main ___________________ 
2. Is ___________________ and developed in the sentences that __________________.  
3. Contains the _________________ and the _______________ of the story. 
4. Is _______________ and ___________________. 

5. In formal writing (just be safe and assume if you are writing it for school it is formal) NEVER uses__________________________________________ 

___________________________or says “In my opinion”

6. Rewords the ______________________ into a statement. 
7. Is in the present __________________________. 

Example: 

Question: What are you going to do for winter vacation?

Weak Topic Sentence: Our Mexican vacation was planned
Strong Topic Sentence: During a winter vacation at a beach resort in Mexico, the family plans to go out for dinner, go to the market and go to the beach. 

The Conclusion 

1. Brings a sense of ______________________ to the reader 
2. Should restate the __________________ ____________________ in different words and make reference to_________________________sentences 
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3. May offer an _________________ (without saying I), confirm the result of the ________________, state the outcome of an _______________________ or ____________________ the reader to respond 
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Name: __________________


A good topic sentence:  

1. ORGANIZES a paragraph around a    SINGLE  main   IDEA 
2. Is   EXPLAINED   and developed in the sentences that   FOLLOW.  
3. Contains the NAME OF THE AUTHOR and the TITLE OF THE STORY of the story. 
4. Is SPECIFIC and DETAILED.  

5. In formal writing (just be safe and assume if you are writing it for school it is formal) NEVER uses:  I, WE, ME, YOU, IN THIS ESSAY I WILL SHOW THAT or says “In my opinion”

6. Rewords the QUESTION into a statement. 
7. Is in the present TENSE. 

Example: 

Question: What are you going to do for winter vacation?

Weak Topic Sentence: Our Mexican vacation was planned
Strong Topic Sentence: During a winter vacation at a beach resort in Mexico, the family plans to go out for dinner, go to the market and go to the beach. 

The Conclusion 

1. Brings a sense of CLOSURE to the reader 
2. Should restate the THE THESIS STATEMENT in different words and make reference to THE TOPIC sentences 
3. May offer an OPINION (without saying I), confirm the result of the PROCESS state the outcome of an ARGUMENT or ASK the reader to respond 

