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To What Extent Was the Time Period 1900-1918 a Time When Canada Built a National Identity? I ?ﬂ’”ﬂ
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\W/\/ Prior to WWI, Canada had little recognition as a nation both internall d// 25t 0759‘7 Wv
&, internationally. It wasn’t until the “War to End All Wars” thatm:iey player on the
global field through the advancements and accomplishments during the battles-of Ypres, Vimy
; f“ ~ Ridge, and the ultimate independent singing of the Treaty of Versailles. /O

\}, /Vl When Canada went to war in 1914, it was not by our own will. As a simple colony of
Britain, Canadians were forced to aid the war effort when our “Mother Countrs..declared war
against Germany”(Counterpoints pg 32), but were seen only as a disposable extension of N 9(3(‘
Britain’s own forces. However, the training of Canada’s soldiers in Valcatier, Quebec led -V-Jwa’ ull
Canadian troops to feel more like a single solidary force than ever before because it forced men X, ¥
from across the land to train and live together as one. Uporr€rossing the Atlantic, they had W g
become a unified team of sorts, a team of Canadians.

During the second battle of Ypres in Belgium in 1915, Canadians proved their bravery
and gained a “lion” reputation when they refused to cower away from German chlorine gas and
in fact held the trench line while French and Moroccans troops fled. They began to be \/
distinguished separately from the British as feared and respected soldiers of great bravery. °

_/\Qf /i Later, in 1916, Canadians had gained the privilege of being allowed to fight as asingle
) P{& V| unitand proved their ingetuity at the battle of Vimy Ridge. Vimy Ridge was a strategic hill in
vt VQJ & \ France controlled by the Germans that no/allied troops had ever been able to capture. Canadians
NN VY were tasked with the attacking the impregnable hill and now invented an ingenious new strategy
;}‘/ known as the Vimy Glide that both surprised the Germans and allowed the allies to capture Vimy
W in just 3 days. Following the victory, Canadians were so well distinguished that Britain allowed
 us to lead our own attacks, fighting as Canadians rather than British colorfy%troops.

By the time the war came to a close, Canada was recognized in Europe as an important
and influential nation and was allowed, thanks to Prime Minister Borden’s persistence, to sign
\X the Treaty of Versailles that ended the war as an independent nation not included under Britain.
\ J(’/T his was such a significant advancement for the people of Canada that they began to see
U ﬂgoe‘ ~ themselves as a unified nation separate from Britain as well, and to take great pride i in the o
g AP achievements of their fellow Canadians leading to the victory of WWI. They “began to realize (’YL-!J
s N Y that [they] were all [the same] under the skin” despite their cultural diversity throughout the once | 7 gntlabw
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