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Joseph Stalin was a well known dictator who ruled the USSR 

with an iron fist between 1928 and 1941. 

He ruled by causing fear throughout the masses. Even his own 

armies feared him. His rise to power was a true feat of 

manipulation and masterful scheming. 
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Stalin gained the loyalty of many powerful and wealthy 

individuals by doing large favours for the elite. He later 

collected the various debts owed to him in the form of 

support for his appointment as leader of Russia. Yet, once 

his allies were of no use to him anymore, he did not hesitate 

to have them “removed” from his Party. (he killed them)



The former leader, a revolutionary by the name of Vladimir 

Lenin, at first wanted Stalin on his council because he was “a 

man of action”. He later gained reason to believe, however, that 

he was not to be entrusted leadership over Russia. When Lenin 

was on his deathbed, he wrote that Stalin must not be elected 

leader because he was “too rude”. Furthermore, he made it 

clear that Stalin was NOT to succeed him. But  the man who 

received the letter was an ally of Stalin who instead gave it to 

Stalin himself.



 Trotsky and Stalin were the head contenders for leadership. 

Despite Trotsky having Lenin’s favour, Stalin won by a landslide. 

Once leader, Stalin exiled Trotsky to Mexico where he lived for 

a few years speaking out against the bolsheviks and Stalin 

until Stalin sent an assassin to dispose of Totsky. He was 

promptly murdered with an icepick to the back of the head, and 

passed away only days later. 
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During the 5 Year Plans, people lied about how much progress 

they were actually making in order to live a little longer 

because Stalin was very clear and strict about the time they 

needed to be done. Therefore all of the progress that Russia 

made was not very reliable when looking back.



In order to make people work harder the Soviets took a man 

and videotaped him working so they could motivate their 

workers into working harder. But, the truth behind the matter 

was that they had video taped the man working and after they 

sped up the tape to make it look like it was possible to do all 

the work he did. They did this to make the workers do more 

than they could in order to complete the five year plans on time 

or ahead of schedule. 



One of the five year plans was to build a waterway that would 

bigger than the waterway in the US and it would be constructed 

faster. The problem with this is that the workers had to cut a 

lot of corners to get this done. This resulted in the waterway 

not being deep enough for boats to cross and became a 

catastrophic failure alough Stalin called it a success. 
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Stalin had created a cult of 

personality, using propaganda 

as a way to paint himself as 

Russia's savior, and to an 

extent, their God.



He created and spread fear 

amongst the populace by 

purging 90% of their army 

officials, and using his influence 

to erase his competitors and 

rivals from history; anyone he 

deemed a threat to his 

leadership (including his own 

son)



When Stalin passed away, the population of 
Russia mourned for months. He had been so 

successful in manipulating his own people 
into fearing/ believing they needed him, that 
after his passing Russia didn't know what to 

do with themselves.


