Short Story Terms Communications 12

Name: __________________

Know the following terms for your Provincial Exam and any classroom tests/quizzes on short stories and novel. 

1. Antagonist: Secondary character, character or force opposing the main character
2. Atmosphere: Combination of mood and setting in the story
3. Audience: whoever is listening/reading the story

4. Character: person in a story

5. Climax: highest point of action/emotional tension

6. Complication: sets the plot in motion; event that begins the conflict
7. Conclusion: The outcome of the conflict
8. Conflict: main issue in a story, can be person vs. person, person vs. himself/herself, person vs. nature, person vs. society or person vs. the supernatural 

9. Dynamic Character: character that is changed permanently by the events of the story

10. Flashback: A reference to an event which took place prior to the beginning of a story or play.

11. Flat Character: character with only 1-2 traits

12. Foreshadowing: hint of events to come in a story

13. Falling Action: loose ends are tied up after the climax of the story before the conclusion

14. Irony: discrepancy between what is and what appears to be


-situational: opposite happens of what was expected


-verbal: say something and mean the opposite

-dramatic: audience knows something that characters in the story do not

15. Mood: feeling reader gets from the story

16. Narrative: tells a story




17. Narrator: person telling the story

18. Plot: the main events of the story

19. Point of View: How the story is told


-Objective: narrator reports events, does not comment

-Omniscient: god-like perspective, thoughts and feeling of many characters revealed. Told from third person

-Limited omniscient: told from third person, thoughts and feeling of ONE character revealed


- First Person: told from “I” perspective

20. Protagonist: Main Character

21. Round Character: Character with many traits

22. Setting: time and place where the story occurs

23. Static Character: Character that does not change from the events of the story

24. Stereotypical Character: Character seen so many times in literature that his/her traits are predictable

25. Suspense: purposely withholding information to cause tension

26. Symbolism: object that refers to something other than itself

27. Theme: main idea or message in the story

28. Tone: Author’s attitude towards the subject of the story

29. Rising action: The events leading to the climax. 

A Short story is: a brief, fictional, prose narrative

Brief: can be read in one setting

Fictional: made-up (though events within the story may be true, the thoughts and feelings of the characters are made up)

Prose: ordinary language, not poetry

Narrative: events of story, told in a connected form, usually consists of plot, characters, setting and a point-of-view
