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Shakespeare Jigsaw

Your mission is to discover Shakespeare and “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” by learning from your peers. Answer the following questions and fill in the blanks based on in-class readings. Then share with your classmates as directed by your teacher.

Shakespeare’s Life:

[image: image5.png]


1.  Shakespeare lived in ________________(City) for most of his life.



2. Although he was an actor, he is best known as a ___________________.



3. The name of Shakespeare’s theatre company after 1603:__________________

4. Why did Shakespeare use well-known comedies and legends instead of inventing 

new material in his plays?_____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

5. What is the main reason why people do not believe that Shakespeare wrote the 

plays attributed to him?_______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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Elizabethan England:

1. Number of years Queen Elizabeth 1 reigned ___________. 

2. Why did Queen Elizabeth’s reign contain less instability than that of 

King Henry the VIII or Bloody Mary? __________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

3. Describe London in Shakespeare’s time: (Population, Crime, Sanitation…)





A._____________________________________________
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B._____________________________________________





C._____________________________________________





D._____________________________________________

Shakespearian Theatre:

1.  James 1 sponsored Shakespeare’s company so often that they became known as:_____________________________

2. Why was being an actor a hard job (according to the article)




A._____________________________________________

B._____________________________________________

3. Why did The Globe Theatre have no roof?___________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  The __________________________was a part of the stage used as a grave, a dungeon or a place from which spirits could rise. 

Comedy:

1. In “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” a troupe of actors performs “The Lamentable Comedy and Most Cruel Death of Pyramus and Thisby.” This is an example of a ________________________________________.

2. List two reasons why “The Most Lamentable…..” is funny:



A._______________________________________



B._______________________________________

3. How does the language (Poetry or Prose) in which a character speaks reflect their place in the social hierarchy?______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Shakespeare’s audiences

1. What is the main difference between today’s audiences and those in the Elizabethan Era? ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2. Provide two examples of audience participation in theatrical performances


A.__________________________________________________________


B.__________________________________________________________

3. One actor in Hamlet did not memorize his lines, so he hid them in his _____________.

4. Theatres could be dangerous places. How many people were injured and how many people were killed in 1849 during a riot at a Shakespeare play? Injured:_________. Killed:________.

Fairies

1. Fairies were mainly known for being _____________(Adjective). For example, they were blamed for: ______________________________________________.

2.  Name two ways to protect yourself against fairies:


A.__________________________________________________________

B.__________________________________________________________

3. Name two ways to get fairies onto your side:


A.__________________________________________________________

B.__________________________________________________________

4.  Fairies were a part of Elizabethan society. Explain_______________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________


Fairies in literature and legend
Practical beliefs and protection
When considered as beings that a person might actually encounter, fairies were noted for their mischief and malice. Some pranks ascribed to them, such as tangling the hair of sleepers into "Elf-locks", curdling milk, stealing small items or leading a traveler astray, are generally harmless. But far more dangerous behaviours were also attributed to fairies. Any form of sudden death might stem from a fairy. Consumption (tuberculosis) was sometimes blamed on the fairies forcing young men and women to dance at revels every night, causing them to waste away from lack of rest. Fairies riding domestic animals, such as cows, could cause paralysis or mysterious illnesses.

As a consequence, advice  has been to avoid them. In terms or protective charms, wrought iron is the most familiar, but other things are regarded as detrimental to the fairies: wearing clothing inside out, running water, bells (especially church bells), St. John's wort, and four-leaf clovers, among others. Some lore is contradictory, such as Rowan trees in some tales been sacred to the fairies, and in other tales being protection against them. In Newfoundland folklore, the most popular type of fairy protection is bread, varying from stale bread to fresh home-made bread. The belief that bread has some sort of special power is an ancient one. Bread is associated with the home and civilization, as well as with industry and the taming of nature, and as such, seems to be disliked by some types of fairies (who are very close to nature). On the other hand, in much of the Celtic folklore, baked goods are a traditional offering to fairies.

“The prototype of food, and therefore a symbol of life, bread was one of the commonest protections against fairies. Before going out into a fairy-haunted place, it was customary to put a piece of dry bread in one’s pocket.”[ 

Bells also have an ambiguous role; while they protect against fairies, the fairies riding on horseback -- such as the fairy queen -- often have bells on their harness. This may be a distinguishing trait between fairies who use them to protect themselves from more wicked members of their race. 

While many fairies will confuse travelers on the path, getting lost can be avoided by not following anything magical. Certain locations, known to be haunts of fairies, are to be avoided; C. S. Lewis reported hearing of a cottage more feared for its reported fairies than its reported ghost. Paths that the fairies travel are also wise to avoid. Home-owners have knocked corners from houses because the corner blocked the fairy path, and cottages have been built with the front and back doors in line, so that the owners could, in need, leave them both open and let the fairies troop through all night. 

Other actions were believed to offend fairies. Certain fairies were known to be driven off by being given clothing, though some folktales recounted that they were offended by inferior quality of the garments given, and others merely say that the spirit was delighted with the gift and left with it. Other spirits would leave households or farms because they heard a complaint, or a compliment. People who saw the fairies were advised not to look closely, because they resented infringements on their privacy. The need to not offend them could lead to problems: one farmer found that fairies threshed his corn, but the threshing continued after all his corn was gone, and he concluded that they were stealing from his neighbors, leaving him the choice between offending them, dangerous in itself, and profiting by the theft
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