THE SCHLIEFFEN PLAN
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Background:

1905 – German Army Chief of Staff, Alfred Von Schlieffen was asked to plan a way or preventing a two front war. 
Priority: Defeat France early, then turn attention to Russia (which would be slow to mobilize)

-Use 90% of forces to attack through BeNeLux countries. 

-10% would defend against Russia; rest would come when France fell. 
1906 – Von Molke Plan – Don’t go through Holland; Believed Belgium army would be unable to resist German Military. 
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Assumptions:

* Russia would take 6 weeks to mobilize (they take 10 days)

*France would be easily defeated in 6 weeks

*Belgium would not resist a German attack

*Britain would remain neutral (had said they would guarantee Belgium neutrality) 
Reality:

August 2nd, 1914 – German army invaded Belgium and Luxembourg.  Held by Belgian army and BEF forces who arrive.
-Russia mobilizes in 10 days; Germans must withdraw troops from West to fight. 

-Failed to take Paris. 

