Red River Cart

Before the arrival of the train in the west, goods were transported by the Métis using the Red River cart. 

Goods such as furs, pemmican, and dried buffalo meat were carried by cart. 

The Red River Cart became a symbol of the Métis people and by 1856 half of all goods were transported by cart between the two regions. 

One man could drive up to ten carts at once, by tying an ox to the cart ahead of it and so on, hence forming a train of carts. 

Originally the carts were small horse-drawn affairs, with three-foot solid wheels cut from large trees, carrying up to 450 pounds.

Later, larger wheels with four spokes were used and gradually the red river carts with their huge, many-spoked wheels evolved, carrying nearly twice as much. 

                                            


