POETRY TERMS TO KNOW

          DEFINTION and MEMORY AID (Mnemonic)
1. Simile








“Cause girl you’re hotter than Southern California Bay”

Sugar Maroon Five
2. Metaphor

“Michelle Pfeiffer that white Gold” Uptown Funk
(white gold is a metaphor for cocaine, basically

Saying that he is addicted to the actress).
3. Imagery
“With her wine stained lips” Chains Nick Jonas

4. Stanza

5. Free-verse

6. Personification

“Animal print pants outta control” 

I’m Sexy and I Know It LMFAO
7. Irony

“I’m a nightmare dressed as a daydream”

Blank Spaces Taylor Swift 

8. Symbolism

“Yellow diamonds in the light” 

(symbol for the drugs that are ruining their lives)

We Found Love  Rhihanna
9. Alliteration

“I’m bringing booty back” All About the Base Megan Trainer
10. Rhyme
“Biggie, Biggie, Biggie can’t you see, sometimes your words

Just hypnotize me” Hypnotize Notorious BIG

11. Repetition
“Love me like you do, lo-lo-love me like you do (like you do)
Love me like you do, lo-lo-love me like you do” Elie Goulding
12. Hyperbole

“Time of your life”   Pitbull

13. Onomatopoeia

“Rat-a-tat-tat that’s the way it is” (mimics a gun) Changes Tupac
14. Theme

The theme of The Mighty  is that it is possible to overcome adversity

If one has a positive attitude and doesn’t let their past dictate their future.
15. Contrast

‘She made your heart melt, but you are cold to the core” Rumour Has It Adele
16. Allusion

“Jaws all on the floor like Pam and Tommy just burst in the door”

Reference to Pamela Anderson and Tommy LeeThe Real Slim Shady  Eminem 

17. Speaker

18. Cliché

“I’m missing you like crazy” Lay Me Down Sam Smith
19. Mood

20. Oxymoron
“She’s the giggle at a funeral” Take Me to Church Hozier















 

Words that imitate sounds


Mnemonic: Comic Book device





Human traits or attributes given to non-human things


Mnemonic: It has the word PERSON in it





A comparison using like, as or than 


Mnemonic: Sounds like similar





A direct comparison of two unlike things


Mnemonic: Or is at the end of the word 


and or is a conjunction that implies difference





Repetition of consonant sounds at 


the beginning of words


Mnemonic: LL is repeated in the term, 


an L is a consonant





Words that appeal to the senses and 


paint a picture in the reader’s mind.


Mnemonic: Image=picture





A reference to anything outside of the poem 


(literature, mythology, Bible, history, pop culture) 


Mnemonic: Allude means to make reference to 








A group of lines in a poem





The Voice of the poem (not always poet)


Mnemonic: they are SPEAKING the poem








Similar sounds at the ends of lines


Mnemonic: Dr. Seuss’s favorite term





When word, images or lines are repeated for effect


Mnemonic: the TITI is repeated in the term








The main idea/message of the poem


Mnemonic: THE MEssage








An over-used expression


Mnemonic: the sound eh is at the end 


of the term and eh is an over-used Canadian expression





2 different things put together 


to emphasize their differences


Mnemonic: Con = negative = not the same





An extreme exaggeration


Mnemonic: HYPER means too much or extreme








A concrete (real)  object that represents an abstract 


Idea. Something stands for something else. 





A discrepancy between what was expected 


and what is actually happening. 





The feeling the reader is supposed to get from the poem


Mnemonic: This word backwards is DOOM and doom can 


be a feeling in a story








Two Contradictory words put together





A poem without rhythm or rhyme


Mnemonic: Free from rhyme or rhythm














