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You may not realize it, but since you woke up today, government has affected you in numerous ways. From the radio on your imported alarm clock, to the food you ate, to the bus you took, government has its hand in your life.


Canada’s system of government originates from Europe and is a form of Representative Democracy as opposed to Direct Democracy. We elect representatives to express our views to government. We are also a Constitutional Monarchy which means that our head of state is the Queen. However, the Canadian Constitution limits the power of the monarch and delineates the powers of citizens and elected officials. It is the supreme law of the land. Canada has two types of constitutions: written and unwritten. The written constitution is a combination of the BNA ACT of 1867 and the Constitution Act of 1982. The Written Constitution describes provincial and federal powers, contains a charter of Rights and Freedoms and an amending formula, if the document requires change. The Unwritten Constitution is the rules and practices of government that are based in tradition. For instance, there is nothing in Canadian law that specifies a need for political parties, or explains the role of the Prime Minister; these are merely convention. 


Canada is also a Federal System: an organization of provinces who act on behalf of their residents, with a central government responsible for matters vital to the nation as a whole. However, there is some debate over who should handle what; the provinces generally want more responsibility.


Canada’s governments (Federal, Provincial and Municipal) are divided into three branches. The Legislative Power (makes laws), the Executive Power (makes decisions and administers them), and the Judicial Power (interprets and administers laws).


At the Federal level, Parliament is composed of the Governor General, the Senate and the House of Commons. These three, together, form the Legislative branch of the Federal government. The House of Commons is elected and MPs represent 308 electoral districts; most seats emanate from Ontario and Quebec. MPs vote on issues & pass bills into law. Often they must vote according to party policy; however, Free Votes are held on moral issues & MPs vote according to their conscience.
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The Senate provides a “sober second thought” on bills. They cannot veto bills from the House of Commons and there have been calls to reform this institution. 


The Executive Branch of the Federal government includes the Governor General, the Prime Minister, Cabinet and the Civil Service. The Governor General provides Royal Assent to bills and performs ceremonial duties. The Prime Minister is both the head of a political party and the head of government. The Cabinet is selected by the PM and each member runs a government department. The public service, or bureaucracy, carries out the day to day business of government. 


Provincial governments operate much like parliament, except without a senate. They control such areas as education, environment, healthcare, social welfare, highways and transportation. 


Municipal governments have the most contact with citizens. This level provides garbage collection, fire protection, sewage treatment and water services among many other duties. Cities are governed by elected town councils and a mayor; their revenues are derived from land taxes and provincial government grants. 


Aboriginal Self-Government is becoming an issue in today’s political landscape. Many reserves are governed by elected chiefs who negotiate with various levels of government and distribute funds to band members. Large scale examples of native self-government include the Nisga’a treaty and Nunavut. 
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The  2nd focus of Chapter 9 is how citizens interact with their government. First, we examine elections; second, political parties and their ideologies; third, pressure groups and finally, how the following influence government decisions: lobbyists, NGOs, the media, civil disobedience and even YOU!
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If you are a Canadian citizen over the age of 18, you can vote in municipal (every three years), provincial (every four years) or Federal (at least every five years) elections. Federal elections occur when the PM asks the governor general to dissolve parliament. A campaign ensues wherein volunteers help candidates who run. They run in a “riding” or “Constituency” of approx 100,000 people. There are 308 ridings in Canada. During campaigns, the media reports on the results of public opinion polls, various political platforms and the actions of politicians. Image has become a crucial element of political campaigning.


Our electoral system is called “First Past the Post.” (FPTP) A candidate must get more votes than their closest competitor to win; they need not win over 50% of the votes cast in the riding. Critics demand a change from this electoral process because it does not reflect the “popular vote.” These critics generally promote a system called “Proportional Representation.”
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Political Parties in Canada represent a variety of ideologies, but most sit around the center of the political spectrum. Major parties in Canada include the NDP, Liberals, Bloc and Conservatives. Apart from votes, government decisions are influenced by Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs), pressure groups, court cases, and the media. A final way to influence government occurred in October 2005 in Victoria: Civil Disobedience. Civil Disobedience is the act of intentionally breaking laws that a person feels are unjust or unethical. Used by Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr. and BC Teachers, this method of influence has three tenets. (1). There should be no violence used.  (2). This method should be directed only at harmful laws.  (3). Practitioners must take responsibility for their actions; a willingness to be punished shows the strength of your beliefs.  
VOCABULARY

Constitutional Monarchy:_______________________________________________________________

Royal Assent:________________________________________________________________________

Riding/Constituency___________________________________________________________________

Backbencher:_________________________________________________________________________

Residual Powers:______________________________________________________________________

Executive Power:_____________________________________________________________________

Legislative Power:____________________________________________________________________

House of Commons:___________________________________________________________________

Acclamation: ________________________________________________________________________

MP:________________________________________________________________________________ Caucus:_____________________________________________________________________________

Free Vote:___________________________________________________________________________

Senate:______________________________________________________________________________

Proroguing Parliament:_________________________________________________________________

Governor General:____________________________________________________________________

Prime Minister:_______________________________________________________________________

Cabinet:_____________________________________________________________________________

Cabinet Solidarity:____________________________________________________________________

Party Whip:__________________________________________________________________________

Civil Service/Bureaucracy:______________________________________________________________

Bill:________________________________________________________________________________

Private Member’s Bill:_________________________________________________________________

Order in Council: _____________________________________________________________________

Lieutenant Governor:__________________________________________________________________

Mayor:______________________________________________________________________________

Council:_____________________________________________________________________________

Elections:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Campaigns:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Elections Expenses Act:____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Public Opinion Polls:______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

First-Past-The-Post:_______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Proportional Representation:________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Ideologies:_______________________________________________________________


Left Wing: ________________________________________________________


Center:____________________________________________________________



Right Wing:________________________________________________________

Political Platform:_________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Patronage: ______________________________________________________________

Non-Governmental Organization (NGO):______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Pressure Groups:__________________________________________________________


Institutionalized:____________________________________________________


Issue-Oriented:_____________________________________________________

Lobbyist:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Civil Disobedience:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

(3) Tenets:
1.____________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________

Political Spectrum: (insert party)

Parties: (Conservatives, NDP, Liberals, fascism, communism, socialism)

________________________________________________

Left



    Center


  
     Right
