“Looking at the Media” 
An Essay by Cam MacPherson

Key Vocabulary 

Mass Media: Any way a message is communicated (TV, radio, internet, magazines etc.)

Deconstruction: Breaking down a media text to its components and analyzing them. 

Why is Studying the Media Important?

1. It is a major source of entertainment

-we spend, on average, $140 a month on some form of media to get the most out of it, you need to understand it

2. It is a major source of employment

-Fastest growing sector of the economy, hundreds of career choices available in making the shows/movies we watch, music we listen to etc. 

3. Media controls much of our knowledge/understanding of the world.

-Most of what we know does not come from personal experience, but from the internet, TV, radio etc. How truthful and accurate is this information? Who controls what we see? We need to ask questions about the information and not accept it blindly. 

4. Advertising pays for much of the media content we enjoys. 

-We need to understand persuasive techniques so we can figure out the reality behind them and make informed decisions

5. As it entertains us and informs us, the media also shapes our attitudes and values

-most media lack diversity (lifestyles, looks, values) 

-we often measure ourselves against media and/or are informed by it, need to understand it presents a skewed form of reality

Media Texts Always Have Three Components To It

1. The Text (what do I need to know to understand? Is it connected to a story)

2. Production (Who made it, how was it made, what techniques are used)

3. Audience (intended audience, how does it appeal to that audience)

Key Concepts of Media Studies (things to keep in mind while studying media)

1. A Media is artificial 

2. Media shapes/builds reality

3. Audience decides what a text means

4. Media often has commercial implications

5. Media contains value messages

6. Media has social implications

We must understand the media in order to make informed choices!
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Key Vocabulary 

Mass Media: Any way A MESSAGE  is COMMUNICATED (TV, radio, internet, magazines etc.)

Deconstruction: BREAKING down a MEDIA text to its components and analyzing them. 

Why is Studying the Media Important?

1. It is a major source of ENTERTAINMENT. 
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-we spend, on average, $140 a month on some form of media to get the most out of it, you need to understand it. 

2. It is a major source of EMPLOYMENT. 
-Fastest growing sector of the economy, hundreds of career choices available in making the shows/movies we watch, music we listen to etc. 

3. Media controls much of our KNOWLEDGE and UNDERSTANDING of the world.

-Most of what we know does not come from personal experience, but from the internet, TV, radio etc. How truthful and accurate is this information? Who controls what we see? We need to ask questions about the information and not accept it blindly. 

4. ADVERTISING pays for most of the media content we enjoy. 

-We need to understand persuasive techniques so we can figure out the reality behind them and make informed decisions
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5. As it entertains us and informs us, the media also SHAPES our ATTITUDES and VALUES.
-most media lack diversity (lifestyles, looks, values) 

-we often measure ourselves against media and/or are informed by it, need to understand it presents a skewed form of reality

Media Texts Always Have Three Components To It

1. The TEXT (what do I need to know to understand? Is it connected to a story) 
2.PRODUCTION (Who made it, how was it made, what techniques are used)

3.AUDIENCE (intended audience, how does it appeal to that audience)
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Key Concepts of Media Studies (things to keep in mind while studying media)

1. A Media is ARTIFICIAL 
2. Media shapes/builds REALITY
3. Audience DECIDE what a text MEANS

4. Media often has COMMERCIAL implications

5. Media contains VALUE messages

6. Media has social IMPLICATIONS
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Key Vocabulary 

Mass Media: Any way a ____________ is _______________ (TV, radio, internet, magazines etc.)

Deconstruction: ____________ down a ___________text to its components and analyzing them. 

Why is Studying the Media Important?

1. It is a major source of _________________. 

-we spend, on average, $140 a month on some form of media to get the most out of it, you need to understand it. 

2. It is a major source of __________________. 

-Fastest growing sector of the economy, hundreds of career choices available in making the shows/movies we watch, music we listen to etc. 

3. Media controls much of our ______________ and __________________ of the world.

-Most of what we know does not come from personal experience, but from the internet, TV, radio etc. How truthful and accurate is this information? Who controls what we see? We need to ask questions about the information and not accept it blindly. 

4. ______________ pays for most of the media content we enjoy. 

-We need to understand persuasive techniques so we can figure out the reality behind them and make informed decisions

5. As it entertains us and informs us, the media also _____________ our ____________ and __________.

-most media lack diversity (lifestyles, looks, values) 

-we often measure ourselves against media and/or are informed by it, need to understand it presents a skewed form of reality

Media Texts Always Have Three Components To It

1. The __________ (what do I need to know to understand? Is it connected to a story) 

2. _____________ (Who made it, how was it made, what techniques are used)

3. _____________ (intended audience, how does it appeal to that audience)

Key Concepts of Media Studies (things to keep in mind while studying media)

1. A Media is ________________ 

2. Media shapes/builds ____________

3. Audience ____________ what a text ___________

4. Media often has ________________ implications

5. Media contains ______________ messages

6. Media has social ______________
We must understand the media in order to make informed choices!
