
Chapter 10 notes


- Over 18 and a Canadian citizen = you can vote.


- Municipal = 3 years; Provincial = 4; Federal=At least every five.


1. Dissolution: GG/PM dissolve house. (PM lost confidence vote or has been 5 years)

2. Enumeration: Voters lists are compiled.

3. Nomination: Parties nominate candidates to run in ridings.

4. Campaigning: Candidates go to interviews, shake hands and kiss babies.

5. Balloting: The actual voting! X marks the spot.

6. Tabulation: Votes are counted and winners are calculated. 


-Public behaviour is surveyed and reported by the media. Parties also spend money on polling. There is a concern that results might affect voter choices.


-First Past The Post: Must get more votes than any other candidate. (not a majority of votes cast). (Examples: Britain, Canada)

-Alternative systems: Proportional Representation.  Representation in the House of Commons is based on percentage of votes a party receives nationwide. (Examples: Holland, Israel and Italy). Ie: 38% of vote = 38 seats in a 100 seat legislature. 


-Left: Support change; government should play large role in citizens life; more taxes.


Example: Green, NDP, Marijuana, Communist

-Center: Change if most support it; government’s role is to improve lives of citizens.


Example: Liberals 

-Right: Tradition, not change; government plays small role; less taxes.


-Conservatives, Fascists, Monarchists

1. NGOs: Non governmental organization: non-profit organizations that work to improve people’s lives.  (United Way, Red Cross, Doctors Without Borders.)

2. Join a Political Party. Less than 2% of Canadians do. 

3. Pressure Groups: Organization of People who want to influence Government.


A: Institutionalized: well established and formal (Greenpeace; Amnesty Intl)


B: Issue-Oriented: Disband once aim is achieved. 

4. Lobbyists: Represent views of pressure groups to key decision makers. Usually a former civil servant or politician. 

5. Mass Media: Journalists/TV news. Problems: media ownership is concentrated in the hands of a few individuals with their own agendas. 

6. Civil Disobedience: Break laws you feel are unjust and take the unfair consequences. Tenets: Non-violent; directed at harmful laws only; accept punishment to prove how unjust the law is. Ie: Clayoquot Sound; Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr.

7. Voting: Make your voice heard!

8. Court Cases: Expensive, but can get laws struck down by the courts. 
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