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The Social Studies 10 Curriculum demands that students learn to write a persuasive historical essay. For this assignment you are asked to write a 250- 400 word essay on one of the following topics:
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1. Was Louis Riel a Hero or a villain in Canadian History?

2. Was Louis Riel guilty or innocent of High Treason? (Consider his trial)
1. START: Brainstorm AND Research. Fill out the chart provided with evidence in the text.

2. Decide on a thesis (the position you will take)

3. Pick three topics that you plan to discuss. 
4. After you make a point, discuss/Explain how it proves your thesis. 
(For instance: Your thesis is Riel is not Guilty. Your evidence is: he spent time in an insane asylum. You must not have the evidence stand on its own. You must discuss how it proves that Riel is guilty. EXAMPLE: Riel’s lack of guilt is revealed through the fact that he spent several years in an insane asylum and claimed, to be the new messiah. Accordingly, because Canadian law does not allow for the prosecution of the infirm of mind under the section on “mens rea”, he cannot possibly be tried and found guilt as he did not have a “sound mind” or intent when he committed his crimes. 
5. A conclusion in this type of essay should do three things: (1) re-state your thesis, (2) briefly summarize the points used to prove your thesis and then (3) makes an insightful comment. 

Criteria:

* Your response must include 2 general arguments.

* You must include two direct quotations from the texts used, and cite them.

* Quotations must be smoothly integrated into your own sentence. 

* Have a clear thesis statement and clear topic sentences (when you discuss each new point)
* Blueprint in your introduction the items that you will discuss.

* Use transition words between topics.

Example:

     Throughout the period from 1860 to the 1885 Canada was wracked with bloody rebellions allegedly caused by Louis Riel. Indeed,  Riel is a controversial figure in Canadian history and his guilt or innocence is a contentious topic that many historians have tried to successfully resolve.  However, ultimately, because Riel was insane, was not afforded  a fair trial and because treason was not a “Canadian” crime*, he was definitely not guilty and should have been acquitted instead of hanged on November 16th, 1885. 
                 *Note – for this essay only two general arguments are necessary.
TRANSITION WORDS


(Possible Textbook Pages to use: 158-162 + 192-197)
1. Was Louis Riel a Hero or a villain in Canadian History?

2. Was Louis Riel guilty or innocent of High Treason? (Consider his trial)
Introduction, Thesis Statement, and blueprint (items you will discuss)_________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Begin by researching policies/events. Write down a quote or page number that relates to your argument. Then write down an explanation of how the quote proves your argument.  

	Event/Fact/

Evidence.
	Page # of quote/Source
	Include quotations and then an explanation of how the information proves your thesis.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Conclusion, re-state thesis statement, briefly indicate the points used to prove the thesis and end with an insightful general comment based on the evidence in your essay. _____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction








Transition word





Thesis/


Argument





Blueprint (what will prove your argument.) 





Consequently	Clearly		Furthermore		Additionally		Indeed		Moreover�Because	Also		However		Nevertheless		Yet		On the contrary


Certainly	Undoubtedly	Unequivocally		First, Second, Third	Consequently	Finally








