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HOLLYWOOD VS. HISTORY




“There is history that happened, there is history that historians create, and there is history that people believe.”

Through this course you will gain an understanding of the events that shaped the 20th century, as well as involve yourselves in the critical analysis of films for their cultural bias and interpretation of historical events. You will be given the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities to develop your knowledge and awareness of History as well as display growing media literacy. The most important prerequisite for this class is a genuine interest in history.

This course is predicated on the understanding that we are the first generation to construct our reality based on electronic images. Movies have become the “fast and easy” way to educate ourselves about the past.  Ignoring the reality that many of us base our historical knowledge on movies would be irresponsible.  This course is designed to educate you in the art of film analysis which will require you to critically think about what you have seen. You will ultimately be required to separate the facts from bias, find erroneous information, and recognize exaggeration.  

Curriculum
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For each segment of history we examine there will be one or two films (and perhaps film clips) dedicated to that era.  Some assignments in the course include:

· Pre-reading assignment on background of film, characters, etc.

· Detailed film review sheet

· Post-film discussion

· Content quizzes
· A variety of research and presentation projects
Class Constitution: Reminders / guidelines for mature students.

*Be here every day. If you are excused absent, you need to view the film on your own. 
* Be on time! It demonstrates your respect (or lack of respect) for your instructor and classmates. Do NOT arrive late with a coffee in hand! Also, you don’t want to miss the dramatic start of the film! 
*Turn your phone OFF and put it away - not on your desk or lap. If you are unable to go 70 minutes without checking your phone, do some self -reflection on your phone addiction, or take another course.

*You do not need to ask my permission to use the washroom. Please leave and re-enter discreetly.  This should not be a daily requirement. As well please do not use this as a daily pretence to use your phone.

*Hungry or thirsty? Feel free to bring food or drink that is unobtrusive. Clean up when you are done. 
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The course is based around six broad questions: 

1. Is film a legitimate historical source? 

2. To what extent is film evidence legitimate? 

3. What determines the legitimacy of film evidence? 

4. What determines the illegitimacy of film evidence? 

5. Is film evidence ever better than traditional historical sources? 

6. Can Hollywood films be used to teach history? 
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                       Twentieth Century History Through Film 11-12 
Below are films we may view in this course. In some instances we will watch the entire film. In some cases we will watch a clip. Students will play an active role in selecting the films we study. 
World War I


All Quiet on the Western Front; Passchendaele; Gallipoli; 





The Red Baron, War Horse, WW1 From Above
The Great Depression/

The Grapes of Wrath; Bonnie and Clyde; Cinderella Man
Prohibition


O Brother Where Art Thou; The Untouchables; The Godfather;

                                                    Citizen Kane

World War II


Swing Kids; Storming Juno; Saving Private Ryan; Das Boot; Downfall




Memphis Belle; Finest Hour; Monuments Men, Fury; Hacksaw Ridge

Fat Man Little Boy; The Imitation Game; Hiroshima, Dunkirk; Red Tails,  Race, Enemy at the Gates; Unbroken, Letters From Iwo Jima

The Holocaust
Schindler’s List, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, Book Thief, Son of Saul; Naked Among Wolves; The Grey Zone

The Korean War

M*A*S*H
Civil Rights/The Sixties
             Ghandi; Malcom X; Mississippi Burning; Across the Universe; 




Selma; Forrest Gump; Eight Days a Week
Vietnam


Apocalypse Now; The Deer Hunter; Platoon, Good Morning Vietnam

The Cuban Missile Crisis
Thirteen Days
The Space Race
 

Apollo Thirteen 
911



United 93; World Trade Center
The Middle East

Argo; Jarhead; The Hurt Locker; Hell and Back Again; Zero Dark Thirty
Africa



Hotel Rwanda; Blood Diamonds; Black Hawk Down 

Please Sign below indicating your child has permission to view these films. 

Parent or guardian signature


___________________________________


COURSE GOALS: 
1. Give students practical experience in critical analysis by evaluating films as historical evidence. 

2. To motivate students to interrogate history by exposing them to relevant material regarding past events. 

3. To use film as a means of motivating students to study selected topics in history 

4. To improve our listening, discussion and critical analytical skills. 

5. To develop an in-depth knowledge of major topics in history. 
