


Gandhi Film Questions, Part One		Name_____________________________________

In the introduction to the film, Gandhi says to his people, “We will not strike a blow, but we will receive them.” This was an important part of his philosophy. His people were oppressed by a foreign colonial government, England. He proposed a practical program of nonviolent resistance. He claimed victory was a certainty. “One hundred thousand Englishmen simply cannot control 350 million Indians if they do not want to cooperate.”

The film opens in January, 1948, in India at the end of World War II. After Gandhi’s funeral, the film flashes back to 1893, as the young lawyer Gandhi enters South Africa by train.

1. What happens to Gandhi to introduce him to racial separation (“apartheid”) in South Africa?



2. What were Gandhi and his Indian followers protesting at the rally?



3. Why is one man arrested and Gandhi beaten?



4. What is Gandhi (along with his friend Charlie) trying to prove by “turning the other cheek” to the street bullies? Does it work? Explain.



5. We observe Gandhi at his “ashram” village with an American news reporter. What does Gandhi tell the reporter he hopes to accomplish there?



6. Gandhi and his wife, Kasturba, argue. Why does he lose his temper with her?



7. How do they resolve their disagreement?



8. New laws are passed in South Africa which further discriminate against Indian immigrants. What actions does Gandhi propose in order to change these unfair laws? How does Gandhi win their support?



9. What happens at the mines to prevent many of the marchers from being injured or killed?



10. We see many of the Indian people in jail along with Gandhi. What purpose does going to jail accomplish in the fight against the British?




Gandhi Film Questions, Part Two

Gandhi, after he is released from prison in South Africa, wins a victory for his people. The laws that required fingerprinting and unlimited searches have been cancelled, as long as Gandhi agrees to stop further protests.

Gandhi returns to India. He is greeted as a hero. The colonial British government there is opposed to Indian “home rule,” which would allow Indian citizens to have a voice in running their own country. Gandhi realizes that many of his people live in poverty because of British laws that exploit the people in favor of British business interests.

1. What is Gandhi’s plan to help win rights for the Indian tenant farmers?



2. How does he gain a release from prison after refusing to pay bail?



3. What plan of Gandhi’s do the other Indian political leaders agree to put into effect?



4. Does the plan work? Explain the British reaction.



5. Describe what happens at Amritsar after the people gathered to listen to speeches.



6. What does General Dyer say in defense of his actions at Amritsar?



7. What is Gandhi’s response to the massacre of innocent civilians? What does Gandhi propose to do about this tragedy?



Gandhi Film Questions, Part Three

Gandhi has had several legal and political victories in India. The British realize that they are helpless to stop his popularity. People in other parts of the world are reading about Gandhi and the people’s struggle. The Amritsar tragedy in which over 1,100 Indians were either killed or wounded, added to England’s ugly image in the world’s opinion polls. Gandhi wants to call the people’s attention to their overall goal: Indian independence
with dignity. He proposes different ways to hurt British interests.

1. Why does he propose that the people burn articles of clothing? How will this hurt the British economy?



2. What does he ask the people to do to prove they can survive without British products?



3. What sacrifices does he ask the people to make in the cause of freedom?



4. Why do the marchers riot in front of the police station at Chauri? What happens?



5. What is Gandhi prepared to do to end the violence? What is the result?



6. Gandhi makes a 200-mile “Salt March” with many of his supporters to symbolize India’s defiance of British laws. What do his supporters do in large numbers?



7. Why do the British decide to arrest Gandhi and his supporters? Why is this event called a “turning point” in the people’s struggle for independence?



8. While in prison in the Aga Khan’s palace, Gandhi’s wife, Kasturba dies. How does Gandhi handle this?



10. What does Gandhi do to try to stop the Hindu-Muslim violence? What advice does he give to people who have been hurt by the violence?
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*11. The day of India’s independence finally comes. Why is Gandhi troubled and sad? Gandhi was a great leader but seems to have made little progress in some areas. After he is killed, what issues are left for the new democratic government to deal with? How successful has the government of India been?






