for goodness sakes

-elbow room

-too much of a good things

-green eyed monster

-as white as the driven snow

-not a mouse stirring

-one fell swoop

-merry as the day is long

-dead as a doornail

-budge an inch

-seen better days

-foul play

-as luck would have it

-vanish into thin air

-your own flesh and blood

-in a pickle

-without rhyme or reason

-A sea change
-All one to me
-All that glitters is not gold
-Bag and baggage
-Beast with two backs
-Come what come may
-Eaten out of house and home
-I will wear my heart upon my sleeve
-If music be the food of love, play on
-Love is blind
-Make your hair stand on end
-Send him packing
-The crack of doom
-The Devil incarnate
-The game is afoot
-The game is up
-There's method in my madness
-Thereby hangs a tale
-This is the short and the long of it
-Wear your heart on your sleeve
-Wild goose chase 
-Woe is me
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English






Name: __________________

Everyday Shakespeare expressions

Shakespeare’s language may be more familiar to you than you think! Read the phrases in the chart below and check off if you have heard it before and whether or not you have an idea of what it means. Then add up the “Heard” and “know what it means” columns and total it on the second page. You may be surprised by what you already know!
	Phrase
	Play
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   Heard        Not              
	Know what it means?

	1. “For goodness Sakes”
	The Tempest
	
	

	2. “The green eyed monster”
	Othello
	
	

	3. “elbow room”
	King John
	
	

	4. “too much of a good thing”


	Romeo and Juliet
	
	

	5. “as white as the driven snow
	The Winter’s Tale
	
	

	6. “not a mouse stirring”
	Hamlet
	
	

	7. “one fell swoop”
	MacBeth
	
	

	8. “merry as the day is long”
	Much Ado About Nothing
	
	

	9. “Dead as a door Nail”
	Henry the 5th  Part 2
	
	

	10. “Woe is me”
	Hamlet
	
	

	11. “He hath eaten me out of house and home”
	King Henry
	
	

	12. “I will wear my heart upon my sleeve”
	Othello
	
	

	13. “Knock, Knock. Who’s there?
	MacBeth
	
	

	14. “Love is Blind”
	The Merchant of Venice
	
	

	15. “Send him packing”
	Henry the 4th part 1
	
	

	16. “seen better days”
	As you like it
	
	

	17. “forever and a day”
	As you like it
	
	

	18. “Off with his head!
	King Richard III
	
	

	Phrase
	Play
	   Heard      Not              
	Know what it means?

	19. "This is the short and the long of it"
	Merry Wives of Windsor
	
	

	20. “As luck would have it”
	Merry Wives of Windsor
	
	

	21. “budge an inch”
	Taming of the Shrew
	
	

	22. “it was Greek to me".
	Julius Caesar
	
	

	23. “all that glitters is gold”
	Merchant of Venice
	
	

	24. “What’s done is done”
	MacBeth
	
	

	25. "‘T’is neither here nor there”
	Othello
	
	

	26. “The Game is up”
	Cymbeline
	
	

	27. “not slept a wink”
	Cymbeline
	
	

	28. “bag and baggage”
	Romeo and Juliet
	
	

	29. “In a pickle”
	The Tempest
	
	

	30. “Come what may”
	MacBeth
	
	

	31. “foul play”
	Hamlet
	
	

	32. “all one to me”
	Troilus and Cressida
	
	

	33. “kill with kindness”
	Taming of the Shrew
	
	

	34. “Make your hair stand on end”
	Hamlet
	
	

	35. “Wild Goose Chase”
	Romeo and Juliet
	
	

	36. “Vanished into thin air”
	The Tempest
	
	

	37. ‘Beast with two backs”
	Othello
	
	

	38. “Wisely and slow; they stumble that run fast”
	Romeo and Juliet
	
	


Total amount of phrases familiar to me ______




Total amount of phrases I know the meaning of _________

