English 12: General Observations from Class Novel Essay
(Keeping in mind that this is an extremely difficult essay to write)

1) Write in the PRESENT TENSE!!!

2) Proper use of POSSESSIVES!

3) Less plot summary, and more of your own analysis
4) You need a good, focused thesis:

Poor: Amir changes throughout the novel. (Why is this poor?)
Strong: In the novel The Kite Runner Amir changes from a selfish and immature child into a courageous and honorable man. Three things that lead to this transformation are: he sees his father in a new light as he gets older, he moves to America which gives him a change in perspective, and finally, he is presented with an opportunity to make up for his past mistakes which requires incredible personal risk. (Why is this strong?)
· You must proofread your work! 1 minute of extra effort could make the difference between an A and a B

· Quote incorporation (at all times attempt to work the quote into your sentences smoothly)

Practice (re-write): “Nothing, it was evident, could be done, and with the artist’s isolating eye my great-grandmother hastily sketched the scene.” That quote from the speaker shows that the grandmother is able to remain composed under pressure.

· Please don’t use the word “major” or “majorly” (it is too colloquial)

Use significant/significantly or defining or dominant

· Instead of “shows” use “reveals” or “demonstrates” or “portrays”

