English 9 Literature Circles Unit





Name: ____________

Objective: To allow you to have some selection in your reading material, but still have a chance to work on and discuss deeper themes and ideas with your classmates.

Expectations for the unit:

*Reading time: 15-20 minutes per day in class, and 15 minutes (minimum) at home each night. *Reading awareness: (thinking about what you’re reading as you are reading it) ( Two Sided Journal

*You must finish a minimum of one novel by Friday, March 21st.  If you finish one earlier you may move on to another. 
*You must complete all of the assignments for the unit 

Unit Assignments: (may be altered)
1) Lit Circle Role

_________________________
2) Character Symbolism 
_________________________

3) Creative Project: 

_________________________


Two-Sided Journals: 

1. Take a lined piece of paper and fold it in half lengthways

2. On one side you will record a quote from your novel and the page number it came from. 

3. On the other side, explain why the quote is powerful or important, what connection you can make to it, an image you have in your mind, or a question the quote makes you think of

4. You will be expected to make 10 entries total. This is about one every other day when we read.

5. The Journal will assist you in completing your other assignments in the unit
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Lit Circle Roles:  A handout will accompany the roles below later on
Character Captain: Analyze a character in the novel 

Investigator: Research a topic connected to your novel

Connector: Record 5 connections (Text to self, text or world) to specific incidents in your novel.

Discussion Director: Record five in-depth question to use for discussion in your novel.

Illustrator: Draw a picture of an important scene in your novel, or some you are inspired by in your novel. 

Literary Luminary: Record 4 powerful quotes from your novel and explain why they are important/powerful.
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Novel: __________________________________






Group Members: 






1. _______________________________






2. _______________________________






3. _______________________________





4. _______________________________





          5. _______________________________

Break up of Reading: 
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Monday Feb 24th :  receive books

Tuesday, March 4th  page: ___________

Tuesday, March 11th  page: ___________

Friday March 21st : Be done book.
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Mark break down: 

1. Every week you will receive 12 marks:

-6 for participation in discussion or activity 
-6 for your assignment (role or whatever you are working on). 

-10 marks for completing your journal
-24 for your eventual creative project
 Total: 46 marks
THE LUXE 

First line: "In life, Elizabeth Adora Holland was known not only for her loveliness but also for her moral character, so it was fair to assume that in the afterlife she would occupy a lofty seat with an especially good view."

Summary (from Kirkus Reviews): A big, sumptuous tale of catty girls, dark secrets and windswept romance unfurls in this compulsively readable novel of late-19th-century New York City socialites. Godbersen weaves a tenuous web of deceit, backstabbing and pretense that follows four teens: Elizabeth Holland, a prim and proper lady of old-money society, is betrothed to one man, though furtively loves another; Henry Schoonmaker, a debauched playboy who must marry Elizabeth or be disinherited; Diana Holland, Elizabeth’s younger sister who is in love with her fiancé; and Penelope Hayes, a member of the nouveau riche who will stop at nothing to win Henry’s affections. As Elizabeth and Henry’s wedding approaches, the spectacle unfolds in a wondrously grandiose scene, making for a fun, though not entirely unexpected dénouement.

TOUCHING SPIRIT BEAR
by Ben Mikaelsen

Everything in life is a circle. Fifteen-year-old Cole gets beaten by his father, just as Cole's father was beaten by his father. And now Cole himself is turning violent. In a fit of rage, he pummels his classmate Peter so badly that doctors question whether he will ever be the same again. Instead of feeling remorse and fearing the consequences of his actions, Cole blames everyone around him for the incident—his parents for being alcoholics who don’t care about him, and Peter for tattling on him in the first place.

When Cole is offered the chance to take responsibility for his behavior and heal himself and the community through Native American Circle Justice, he grabs it, but for all the wrong reasons. While Cole cons everyone who is trying to help him into believing that he sincerely wants to change, he fully intends to escape their brand of justice, and to continue being in control of his own life.

As he attempts to run away from the island in Alaska where he is banished, Cole continues to blame everyone but himself for the situation he is facing. He even blames the huge white bear for the attack which almost kills him—the bear should have run away. But it is this brush with death that ultimately saves Cole from himself. On his journey he learns to deal with his anger, to respect nature, and to take responsibility for his actions. Each action he takes has an impact on the world…Everything in life is a circle.

This book is a fascinating look at a young boy’s journey from self-destructive anger to forgiveness. Indeed, he changes so dramatically throughout the book that it is hard to believe that the Cole who leaves the island is the same boy who was so incredibly angry at the start of the book. Mikaelson also gives us a wonderful glance into Native American wisdom, especially the idea that everything in life is connected. There are many lessons within the covers of this book, but it is the story that will captivate readers.
CAN'T GET THERE FROM HERE
Todd Strasser

Maybe thinks she is out of choices. A young teen with a skin coloration problem living on the streets of New York, Maybe watches as, one by one, the friends she hangs with die from disease, abuse and illness. Raw and relentless, Todd Strasser brings readers right into this survival story.

Other teens on the street with Maybe include Maggot, Rainbow, Jewel and then Tears, a 12-year-old runaway. Their life consists of "spanging" (begging for spare change), trying to earn money by cleaning windshields, and finding food and shelter. Getting clean is a luxury, and Rainbow and Maybe are sexually harassed when they try to clean up in a public library washroom.

A night in a youth shelter shows Maybe that a warm bed comes at the price of rules, but may just be worth it. Another night in a posh club where men try to own and sell her friends makes her think that there might be a better path for young Tears.

Hope comes in the form of a librarian with the same skin disorder as Maybe. She makes some calls for Tears and gives the girls food and much-needed encouragement. Then the rest of the gang begins to disperse to both good and bad places. Soon, Maybe begins to want life rather than the death she sees all around her.

An excellent book with no easy answers, CAN'T GET THERE FROM HERE is unforgettable.
Acceleration Graeme McNamee

It’s a hot, hot summer, and in the depths of the Toronto Transit Authority’s Lost and Found, 17-year-old Duncan is cataloging lost things and sifting through accumulated junk. And between Jacob, the cranky old man who runs the place, and the endless dusty boxes overflowing with stuff no one will ever claim, Duncan’s just about had enough. Then he finds a little leather book. It’s a diary filled with the dark and dirty secrets of a twisted mind, a serial killer stalking his prey in the subway. And Duncan can’t make himself stop reading.

What would you do with a book like that? How far would you go to catch a madman?

And what if time was running out. . . .

The Boy Who Couldn’t Die William Sleater

When 16-year-old Ken's best friend is killed in a plane crash, Ken is so shaken that he decides he will do anything to become invulnerable. He answers an ad in the back of a psychic cult magazine that promises "Freedom from Death" and undergoes a weird ritual that really works. Bullies can't hurt him, heat can't burn him, and when he convinces his parents to go on a family vacation to the Caribbean to scuba dive, he discovers that even sharks can't bite him. But he also starts to have terrifyingly realistic dreams, about digging up graves and knifing strangers. When he confides in Sabine, a teenage diving instructor he meets in the Caribbean, she explains that he has become a zombie. He must reclaim his soul, she insists, and she travels with him to the Adirondack Mountains to undertake a dangerous dive under the ice of a lake to find his soul hidden in an underwater cave, guarded by the zombie of his best friend.

Ender’s Game Orson Scott Card

The Earth has been attacked twice by aliens called Formics, or more popularly, Buggers, and they are sure a third invasion is coming. So the military embarks on a crash program to breed the ultimate military genius to lead the fleet in a pre-emptive attack against the Formic homeworld. These children are trained from age six in an off-world facility called Battle School, and their training consists mostly of games. 

Ender Wiggins may be the child they are looking for. Brilliant, compassionate, and tormented, he is better at the games than anyone has ever been. But how can they manipulate a compassionate child into wiping out an entire species, and at the same time give him the skills to do it effectively? The adults who run the school are literally out to save the world: they will stop at nothing to achieve their ends, and one small boy, or even a school full of children, are nothing but means to that end.

Anne Frank and Me Jeff and Cherie Gottesfeld

Summary: A modern twist on the Anne Frank story. Anne Frank and Me is a wonderful story about a girl named Nicole who goes back in time to experience what it was like to be in occupied France during World War II. As the book starts out Nicole is not really concerned with anything but herself and the boy she likes, Jack. They have a guest speaker in class who talks to them about the Holocaust but Nicole pretty much tunes her out and is paying attention to nothing but Jack. The next day they go to the Anne Frank museum and while they are at the museum there is a big riot and in the pandemonium Nicole bumps her head. When she wakes up she is in Paris in 1942 and she is Jewish. She then goes on to live her life as a Jew, when she went back in time she took the place of a young Jewish girl who was exactly like her, with her friends and even the same sister. As the book progresses she begins to think that her life in America in the future was just a dream and she has belonged here her entire life. It goes on to tell us about her life as a Jew and the things she had to deal with. In the end she is on a train to a concentration camp which is where she encounters Anne Frank and they have a little talk about her diary and her life. They also talk about their future and how they will end up. At the concentration camp Nicole gets gassed with a bunch of other Jews and then she wakes up back at the Anne Frank museum in the middle of the riots. This experience changed her life and the way she thinks about things like the Holocaust.
Speak Laurie Halse Anderson

In the book, Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson, a young girl, Melinda, who used to be a “popular girl” is now an outcast. She used to be very social, outgoing, and loved until one night at a party. Things went wrong and Melinda called the cops. There was drinking and drugs at the party, but this isn't the reason Melinda decided to crash the party. After that night, no one could forgive her. Her friends wouldn't talk to her, and everyone ignored her. No...
Silverfin by Charlie Higson

This is the first in the Young Bond series. It’s a fantastic action packed book, stuffed full with danger and adventure. 

Silverfin takes us from the start of James’ first year at Eton to his school holidays in Scotland. There his Aunt Charmian is nursing his Uncle Max. Max is one of James’ few remaining close relatives and he’s dying. Having James around gives Max a new lease of life though and he has enough energy to teach the younger Bond to drive and fish.

James’ time in Scotland isn’t all a relaxing, easy ride though - soon enough there’s a dangerous puzzle to solve about the nearby Loch Silverfin. The local ‘Laird’ where James is staying is an American, Lord Hellebore, who isn’t quite what meets the eye. Between him and his son George, who attends Eton as well, James is sure there’s something sinister at hand going on and some deeper digging takes him through some frightening experiences. 

