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Elements of the Short Story Communications



Name: __________________ 

Title: 
	Term
	Paraphrased Explanation
	Example from the story / video

	Conflict type (man vs. man, self, supernatural, environment, society)
	
	

	Protagonist

Antagonist

	
	

	Climax

	
	

	Falling Action


	
	

	Quality of Character

Static vs. dynamic

Flat vs. round

Stereotype vs. original
	
	

	Direct Presentation
Indirect Presentation

	
	

	Resolution
	
	

	Point of View

Objective

Omniscient

Limited omniscient

First person
	
	

	Setting

Atmosphere


	
	

	Suspense


	
	

	Flashback

Foreshadow
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Elements of the Short Story Comm
KEY 



Name: __________________ 

Title: 
	Term
	Paraphrased Explanation
	Example from the story / video

	Conflict type (man vs. man, self, supernatural, environment, society)
	THE PROBLEM OR ISSUE THAT MUST BE RESOLVED
	

	Protagonist

Antagonist

	THE MAIN CHARACTER

CHARACTER OPPOSING MAIN CHARACTER
	

	Climax

	THE HIGH POINT OF ACTION IN THE STORY


	

	Falling Action


	SEQUENCE OF EVENTS THAT FOLLOWS CLIMAX AND LEADS TO RESOLUTION
	

	Quality of Character

Static vs. dynamic

Flat vs. round

Stereotype vs. original
	STATIC = DOES NOT CHANGE

DYNAMIC = LEARNS AND CHANGES

FLAT – VERY FEW TRAITS

ROUND – MANY TRAITS

STEREOTYPE= COMMONLY HELD BELIEVE ABOUT A GROUP
	

	Direct Presentation
Indirect Presentation

	-NARRATOR STATES CHARACTER’S TRAITS

-ACTIONS, THOUGHTS, WORDS DEFINE WHAT TYPE OF CHARACTER A PERSON IS
	

	Resolution
	HOW THE CONFLICT IS SOLVED
	

	Point of View

Objective

Omniscient

Limited omniscient

First person
	-WRITER TELLS WHAT HAPPENS. CAN’T TELL ANYTHING OTHER THAN WHAT DIALOGUE STATES

-GODLIKE VIEWPOINT – KNOWS CHARACTERS THOUGHTS 

-KNOWS ONE CHARACTERS THOUGHTS

-“I” POINT OF VIEW – THROUGH EYES OF ONE CHARACTER OR NARRATOR
	

	Setting

Atmosphere


	LOCATION, TIME WHERE STORY TAKE SPLACE. OFTEN SIGNIFICANT TO THEME AND PLOT

-MOOD OR EMOTION CONVEYED BY SETTING


	

	Suspense


	-FEELING CREATED BY STORY THAT MAKES READER TENSE
	

	Flashback

Foreshadow
	-REFERING TO PAST EVENTS

-HINTING AT FUTURE EVENTS
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Define Theme:


The Theme is that: 





Define Theme: THE MAIN IDEA OR MESSAGE OF A LITERARY WORK.


The Theme is that: 
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Assessment Branch - 7 - English 10  
2007/08 School Year  Description of Examination 


Examinable Terms and Devices in Literature


A 
Alliteration 
Allusion  
Antagonist 
Aside 
Atmosphere 
Audience 


B 
Ballad 
Bias 
Blank verse 


C 
Character 
Chronological order 
Cliché 
Climax 
Colloquial 
Comedy 
Compare 
Conflict (internal, external) 
Connotation 
Contrast 


D 
Denotation 
Description 
Dialogue 
Direct presentation 
Drama 
Dynamic character 


E 
Exposition; expository 


F 
Falling action 
Figurative language 
First person point of view 
 


Flashback 
Flat character 
Foil 
Foreshadowing 
Free verse 


G 
Genre 


H 
Hyperbole 


I 
Image 
Imagery 
Indirect presentation 
Irony 


J 
Jargon 


L 
Limited omniscient  
point of view 


Lyric 


M 
Metaphor 
Mood 


N 
Narration 
Narrative 
Narrator 


O 
Objective point of view 
Omniscient point of view 
Onomatopoeia 
Oxymoron 


P 
Paradox 
Personification 
Persuasion; persuasive 
Plot 
Point of view 
Propaganda 
Protagonist 


R 
Refrain 
Resolution 
Rhyme 
Rhyme scheme 
Rhythm 
Rising action 
Round character 


S 
Sarcasm 
Satire 
Setting  
Simile 
Slang 
Sonnet 
Speaker 
Stanza 
Static character 
Stereotyped character 
Style 
Suspense 
Symbol; symbolism 


T 
Theme 
Tone  
Tragedy 


U 
Understatement 
 


Types of Reading Passages or Excerpt Sources


• essays (formal or informal style)  
• discontinuous texts (e.g., tables, charts,  


graphs, web pages, maps, timelines)  
• non-fiction prose (diaries, journals,  


letters, newspaper columns, magazine articles)  


• plays 
• poetry 
• novels 
• short fiction 






