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Confederation Document Based Questions
DOCUMENT 1


“[Those who support Confederation] are… a few ambitious individuals, who feel our legislature too small for their capacity… who feel anxious to strut in embroidered court suits… and enjoy fat salaries far away from the provinces whose best interested are to be shamefully voted away in return for a fortnight’s feasting.

-1864 –Editorial in The Halifax Citizen.
DOCUMENT 2

“The Fenian attacks convinced many people, including Maritimers, that the US threat to Canada was real. John A. Macdonald, acutely aware of the significance of this turn of events was able to turn the raids to his political advantage in developing support for his dream of confederation. “ 
-1999 –Horizons Textbook, P.83
DOCUMENT 3

1864 – “Charlottetown Ball”, Commissioned by John A. Macdonald.
DOCUMENT 4

“…The scheme [of Confederation] as a whole has met with almost universal approval.”
-1864 – John A. Macdonald
DOCUMENT 5


“Comparing confederation to a piece of cloth, it is a weak and poorly planned piece of material. Is it a good idea to put new wine [Nova Scotia] in an old bottle [Province of Canada] or to attach a new cloth to an old item of clothing? Is union strong when a wise man, doing a steady business, is tricked into joining a gambler? Was Samson stronger when combined with Delilah, who tied him with ropes and cut off his hair?

-Joseph Howe, January, 1865 Halifax Chronicle “Botheration Letters.”
DOCUMENT 6

 “Prime minister Macdonald was not particularly pleased about [Joseph Howe’s] separatist movement in Nova Scotia. To encourage them to stay in Confederation, he decided to offer better terms to the province. The yearly grants were increased by $20,000. Macdonald also asked Howe to become a member of the federal cabinet […] When Howe accepted the position as federal cabinet minister, he left the anti-confederation movement in Nova Scotia without a leader. Leaderless, the movement lost steam. It faded and was no longer a threat to united Canada.
-Clark and Mackay – Canada Revisited, 1992

DOCUMENT 7













To become a historian you must be able to differentiate between primary and secondary sources and be aware of bias. The following questions will help you build these skills. Respond on a separate sheet. 
1. Define Primary Source and provide examples from the documents on confederation (2):

2. Define Secondary Source and provide examples from the documents on confederation (2):

3. Define Bias (1):

4. What type of source is Document 2?  How do you know? (2)

5. Determine if document 4 contains bias and provide an explanation for why John. A. Macdonald would make that statement to the public. What are his motives? (See textbook P. 73  as well) (3)

6. Determine if document 5 contains bias. Provide detailed evidence to support your view. You should quote relevant examples of the language used in the passage and explain how they prove to be biased. (2) 
7. To what extent does document 4 corroborate document 5. (2)
8. To what extent does document 7 contain bias? Based on an examination of the cartoon, who would likely publish this picture? Where would they be from? Give examples of how you know it is biased. (3)
9. To what extent (how much) do document 6 & 2 agree about John A. Macdonald? What do they tell us about his personality and abilities as a politician? Once again, provide quotes and explain them(2)
10. To what extent do documents 1 and 3 corroborate. Provide details (quotes) from BOTH documents in your response to prove that they do or do not corroborate each other. (2)


*Corroborate: To strengthen or support with other evidence; make more certain; Confirm; agree with.
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-“La Scie” Newspaper. Published in 1864 on December 2nd in Quebec. 








