Venus of Willendorf





-Venus of Willendorf, also known as the Woman of Willendorf, is a 11.1 cm (4 3/8 inches) high statuette of a female figure

-estimated to have been carved 22,000 to 24,000 years ago

-The Venus is not a realistic portrait but rather an idealization of the female figure. Her vulva, breasts, and swollen belly are very pronounced, suggesting a strong connection to fertility. 

-The lack of a face has prompted some archaeologists and philosophers to view the Venus as a "universal mother."

What does this show about the values of the culture?
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Late Middle Ages   Trés riches heures: Paradise
Praying book of the Duke of Berry:
Limburg Bros. ~ 1440; Paris
Photo context: Black Plague currently ravishing Europe, nearly 2/3 of Europe dead 

Renaissance
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Photo context: This is an aristocratic woman.

What does her clothing emphasize?
Victorian Era    Lautrec's painting "Ball at Moulin Rouge"
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Photo context: Women wear corsets to create a contrasting ideal
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The Roaring Twenties   Dancing in Baden-Baden
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Max Beckmann, 1920; Munich

Photo Context: -Athletics are very popular

-women began to get rights that men already have (ie: the vote)

-World War One time of frugality and self restraint, excess weight considered self-indulgent
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Kate Moss

-Heroin Chic was a fashion trend in the mid 1990s that characterized the looks of a terminal stage drug addict.  

-was the basis of the 1997 advertising campaign of Calvin Klein featuring Kate Moss. 
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Marilyn Munroe 1950s

Photo context: Munroe was a size 16
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The 1980s beauty ideal remained slim but required a more toned and fit look. Women could no longer just 'diet' into the correct size; there was a new pressure to add exercise to achieve the toned look. The early 1990s body ideal was very slim and large breasted, think Pamela 'Baywatch' Anderson, an almost impossible combination for most women .
The Early Middle Ages   The Grandval Bible, Genesis
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-Middle Ages human being supposed to live religiously, unconcerned with earthly reality

-Church told people to be concerned with religious life, not earthly life (partly to keep them from rioting because of their lack of food)

Cranach
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-16th century

- ideal of a perfect male body pursued by all gentlemen of the era 

1980s

Arnold Schwarzenegger
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1990-Present
Ryan Phillippe
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