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Contextual Periods of the Horror Film – Shaun of the Dead
Preamble: In order to further develop our understanding of Genre, Character, and how they impact our perspective and our social construction of reality. 

1. Read through the following contextual information from the last 100 years. Then, we will discuss some examples from our own experiences of film and the social fears/anxieties they represent.
	Time Period
	Social Events
	Horror Films

	1920s
	A period of economic depression across Europe after the first World War. Disease and pestilence was rife across all countries. People feared catching the deadly Spanish Flu, which killed 20 million people.
	The Cabinet of Dr Caligari;
Nosferatu

The Hunchback of Notre Dame

Reflects the fears of the time

	1950s
	The capitalist USA and the Communist USSR were building nuclear weapons at an alarming rate. The USA was terrified of an invasion by Communist Russia.
	Invasion of the Bodysnatchers

The Thing from another world

Reflects fears of spies

	1970s
	The USA lost the war against Communist Vietnam. There was a great oil crisis and people believed it was going to lead to the end of the world. Europe had to cut the working week to 3 days. Terrorism grew in the Middle East with lots of plane hijackings. There were still tensions between white and black people in America.
	The Exorcist 

The Omen

Rosemary’s Baby
Halloween

Texas Chainsaw massacre

Reflects fears of white people of the time about the end of the world and fear of suburbs being attacked

	1980s
	The economy got better. Governments became very right wing and conservative. They took a great interest in telling people what they could and couldn’t watch.
	Friday the 13th
Nightmare of Elm Street 

Level of violence increases as people enjoy watching violence

Escapism through violence

	1990s
	AIDS became widespread. There were race riots in LA. OJ Simpson’s trial causes racial tensions to run high in USA. Communism falls in Eastern Europe and Russia. The Communist threat is over.
	Scream

I know what you did last summer

The Sixth Sense

Dracula 1992

Reflects the fears of our normal society falling apart


	2000s
	The 9/11 attacks create a sense of fear of terrorism and being invaded. 
A violent society (Tarantino)
	Saw

Hostel

The Strangers

Blade Trilogy
Sense of Nhilism
Escapism through violence




2-Think about ‘Shaun of the Dead’ - what might this film have been reflecting in society at the time it was made? What Societal fear and personal fears does it represent.

3. Conduct a Lit Circle discussion on the film. (Info Circle Roles)

 -We will co-create criteria. 

Rewatch the following scenes to aid your discussion:


Notes:
04.00 Shaun, living as a zombie at home with Ed, gaming.
08.30 Nelson’s corner shop. / Person faints at bus stop.

09.00 Work: Team mocks & ignores Shaun. / Selling.
13.00 Bus: people coughing. Yvonne: house, grown up.
26.30 Corner shop: blood (D.I.). Doesn’t notice, leaves.

27.00 Street full of zombies & dead.
55.00 Other group with Yvonne

93.30 Ed in shed
