Canada Responds to the Depression

Outcomes

· Students will be able to compare the lifestyles of people who suffered during the Depression to those who lived fairly well and show comprehension of how this led to rising tension in Canada
· students will be able to contrast the reactions to the Depression by King and Bennett
· students will be able to synthesize prior learning of labour unrest to the growing discontent of unemployed labourers in a study of “work camps”, “riding the rods”, sit-ins in Vancouver and the “On-to-Ottawa Trek”
Activities

1. America responds.  Read lecture notes to students.  They do NOT have to copy these down.  Rather, when you are done explaining Hoover’s response to the Depression, students then read page 82 of Counterpoints and identify similarities between how Canadians felt about Bennett.  Typical responses are added to the lecture notes.

2. Students are to write the word “transient” in their notes.  Have them come up with a sound definition.  (someone who moves around a lot, not staying in one place for a long time).  Students then use scrapbook pages 24-33 to complete the assignment on “Riding the Rods and More!”.  Take this up after 20 minutes or so, using the attached key.

3. Students are to write down “Welfare State” in their notebooks and come up with a definition or example of what that means.  (the gov’t should actively look after the welfare of its citizens).  Discuss – what should gov’t HAVE to provide for us?  (ideas should include education, health care, EI benefits…?)

4. Student assignment.  They are to read pages 84-85 from Counterpoints textbook and answer #1-4 on page 85.  They will take these up next class, so are assigned as homework!

Materials

1. Depression scrapbooks

2. America Responds to the Depression notes

3. Student assignment for Scrapbook sections

AMERICA RESPONDS TO THE DEPRESSION

· The Depression hit the USA harder than most countries

· This may have been because President Hoover decided AGAINST socialist measures to soften the blow to American citizens

· Instead, Hoover decided to “tough it out”

· Whole communities of unemployed workers lived in tarpaper shacks

· These were named “Hoovervilles” in his “honour”

· Hoover refused any relief deals for people at all.

· Eventually he was voted out of office and replaced by Franklin Roosevelt

SIMILARITIES/DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HOOVER & BENNETT

“One of the greatest assets a man can have on entering life’s struggle is poverty”

-Bennett

-different in that he gave provinces $20 million for work-creation programs.  However, bureaucracy and corruption often meant this money was spent improperly or never used at all!

-raised tariffs to protect Canadian goods, but it ended up hurting businesses as other nations did the same!

-he became a target of frustration as the situation worsened:

Deserted prairie farm became a “Bennett Barnyard”

A newspaper was a “Bennett Blanket”

Roasted wheat was “Bennett Coffee”

Boiled chestnuts was called “Eggs Bennett”
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RIDING THE RODS… AND MORE!

SCRAPBOOK ASSIGNMENT
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Riding the Rods
Describe what this way of transportation may have looked like…

Why did men choose this often dangerous lifestyle?

Describe the conditions of the temporary “jungles” transient men set up.

How did one man rationalize “riding the rods” as an art form?

How did many citizens view these homeless transients?  Is this any different than how we judge or view the homeless today?  Explain.
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Government Camps

Who was eligible for entrance into these camps?

Notice the men are referred to as “inmates” in L. Richter’s quote.  Describe how this reflects the attitude people had toward homeless, unemployed men 

Compare “A Winnipeg Man Complains to his MP” with “Prime Minister Bennett Defends the Camps”.  Which one do you think more accurately portrays the conditions of these camps?  Why is it important to read both sources?
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The On-To-Ottawa Trek

What was the purpose of this demonstration?

Why do they change venues for the protest from Vancouver to Ottawa?

Read the 6 demands of the Ottawa Trekkers.  Take the position of gov’t and state a brief argument against 3 of the demands.

Who Caused the Regina Riot?
Read the excerpt at the top of the right page from The Canadian Press, 1933.  Is this a reliable source for the riot?  Why or why not?

Compare B. Broadfoot’s account of the Riot to “The R.C.M.P. Position” on the opposite page.  Who do YOU think started the Regina Riot?

How to Survive?

Describe the typical meals that a transient could get at a soup kitchen.
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How did some children manage to cheat their way into more streetcar rides?

What possible reason was given as to why soup kitchen meals were so awful?
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RIDING THE RODS… AND MORE!   SCRAPBOOK ASSIGNMENT

Riding the Rods

Describe what this way of transportation may have looked like…

Over 100 men on top of trains

Why did men choose this often dangerous lifestyle?

Better to “move along” than to sit and starve somewhere

Describe the conditions of the temporary “jungles” transient men set up.

Tarpaper shacks that were unhygienic

How did one man rationalize “riding the rods” as an art form?

You had to get good at timing jumping on and off the fast moving train

How did many citizens view these homeless transients?  Is this any different than how we judge or view the homeless today?  Explain.

Filthy and dangerous.  

Depends on each students’ point of view about poverty in Canada and how people end up in desperate situations (own fault/gov’t fault/family fault/society fault).  This will determine how they judge and treat homeless and disadvantage people.

Government Camps

Who was eligible for entrance into these camps?

Single, homeless men

Notice the men are referred to as “inmates” in L. Richter’s quote.  Describe how this reflects the attitude people had toward homeless, unemployed men 

A prison term.  This shows that perhaps gov’t and society saw these men as having done something wrong, rationalizing the poor treatment they would receive in the camps.

Compare “A Winnipeg Man Complains to his MP” with “Prime Minister Bennett Defends the Camps”.  Which one do you think more accurately portrays the conditions of these camps?  Why is it important to read both sources?

Winnipeg Man – probably primary source of someone who lived in the camps.  Bennett wasn’t likely to visit the camps.  Important to read both so you can evaluate both sides and compare to the history you have already learned.

The On-To-Ottawa Trek

What was the purpose of this demonstration?

Relief camp workers wanted to convince gov’t to make work and living conditions in the camps better.

Why do they change venues for the protest from Vancouver to Ottawa?

They felt they would have more influence in the nation’s capital

Read the 6 demands of the Ottawa Trekkers.  Take the position of gov’t and state a brief argument against 3 of the demands.

Could include that the Depression didn’t allow for any more funds than already possible.  Only people earning a “true living” should be able to vote.  Other demanded supplies are out of the budget range

Who Caused the Regina Riot?
Read the excerpt at the top of the right page from The Canadian Press, 1933.  Is this a reliable source for the riot?  Why or why not?

Yes, it seems quite objective, not stating fault or blame, just giving statistics and accurate details.

Compare B. Broadfoot’s account of the Riot to “The R.C.M.P. Position” on the opposite page.  Who do YOU think started the Regina Riot? Various points of view here!

How to Survive?

Describe the typical meals a transient could get at a soup kitchen.

White beans, boiled in water.  2 slices of dry bread. A mug of tea or coffee.  A bowl of porridge.  Thin soup.  

How did some children manage to cheat their way into more streetcar rides?

Scraped the token into halves and pray that when they dropped into the box, they landed right side up!

What possible reason was given as to why soup kitchen meals were so awful?

It would encourage the transients to leave!

