USA ISOLATION
Fordney-McCumber Act

-Raised American customs/duties on imported goods in 1922. 

Smoot-Hawley Tariff Bill

-Passed by President Hoover in 1930, it further raised American Customs/Duties

Neutrality Acts (1936-1939)

-In the 1930s,  American ships were forbidden to enter war zones

Volstead Act

-Defined what liquor was and forced American Prohibition in 1920

USA INTERNATIONALISM

Dawes Plan 

-in 1924, a new scheme for the payment of reparations by which Germany paid a % of her industrial output

Young Plan

-in 1929, further reduced German Reparations by approximately 75%

18th Amendment

-Under FDR in 1933 – allowed Americans to drink low alcohol beer – the beginning of the end of prohibition

Cash and Carry

-Britain could purchase materials from the USA (against Neutrality Acts) in the “arsenal of democracy” but only on a cash basis

Lend-Lease Act 

-American president could give credit to “any country whose defence is deemed vital to the defence of the USA.”

Washington naval agreement 

- Limited size of Navies. 1922 would not build battleships for 10 years (USA, BR, FR, JAP, ITALY)

DEPRESSION ALPHABET AGENCIES

AAA (1933)

-Agricultural Adjustment Administration. Its purpose was to control the growth of crops and livestock and guarantee farm prices. At times destroyed crops and livestock to keep prices up.

PWA

-Gave construction jobs to the unemployed. Its purpose was to provide employment on a large-scale public works. Hospitals, schools, bridges, sewage plants, etc. 

NRA (1933)

-National recovery administration. To stabilize and improve labour conditions. Ends child labour.

Social Security Act (1935)

-Established a system of old age pensions for people over the age of 65. 

TVA (1933)

Tennesee Valley Authority. Government development of poverty stricken areas states in 7 states (map p. 123). Supplied electricity, dam projects (Mississippi)

Wagner Act (1935)

-Universal right to negotiate (page 122). Allow labour unions. Protects workers who wanted to bargain collectively with employers in both wages and working conditions. 

WPA

- Works Progress Administration. Cultural projects. Art work. Heavy construction projects, building infrastructure, municipal buildings and dams. 

CCC 

-Civilian conservation corps. Dug canals, planted trees. 

-Created jobs in a semi military manner for youth age 18-25 from families receiving relief. Paid 30$ a month. A portion sent to families. 

Supreme Court Ruling

-Struck down the NRA in 1935

- Codes of employment belong to congress, not President and his agencies. 

-Threatened the entire New Deal and agencies. 

FAMOUS PEOPLE

Huey Long 

-Assassinated in 1935. Louisiana Senator against the New Deal. “Share our Wealth Program.” -redistribute wealth from the great fortunes of the rich.

Charles Coughlin

-Catholic Priest against the New Deal. Largest Regular Radio Audience in the world. Facist views. Anti-Semitic. 

Francis Townsend

-Country doctor against the New Deal.  Focused on Pension schemes. He appealed to the elderly. Formed legions of elderly; they would get pension if promised to spend them to get economy moving. 

John Maynard Keynes

-British Economist. Government should spend their way out of the depression to Kick star the economy. 

PRESIDENTS OF THE USA

Warren Harding 

-Pres 1920-24 died in Vancouver. Lowered immigration; isolationist stance on world affairs. 

Calvin Coolidge 

-USA Pres from 1924-28 rode the rest of the economic prosperity wave.

Herbert Hoover 

-Pres 1928-32. During the beginning of the Depression. “A Chicken in Every Pot.”

Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR)

- Architect of the “New Deal.” Repealed prohibition. Held fireside chats to reassure the public. 

Good neighbor policy 

-Roosevelt’s characterization of his relationship to countries of Latin America

THE USA AND THE DEPRESSION

Deficit Financing

-Keynes Proposed that governments should borrow cash to be repaid in the future when the

economy recovered and spend it on huge employment projects.

Black Tuesday

-October 29th, 1929

Grapes of Wrath (p.124)

-Written by John Steinbeck

-novel focusing on poor family of sharecroppers who left the dustbowl for California

-Sympathetic to the workers movement.  













