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“We Didn’t Start the Fire”— Cold War in Four Days

View the following video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jR-A4QFHZBA  
Assignment: Explain five events from ONE Stanza of Billy Joel’s verses OR Write your own post-cold war lyrics AND explain them.

Due: Submit by the end of the 2nd class of work-time___________________________

Presentations:  In chronological order on _________________ & _________________
Billy Joel’s famous song captures people, places, events, trends etc from 1949-1989.  We have studied various types of history in class including: Social, Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Governmental and you will have to identify these types of history in your powerpoint/imovie.  You will choose 5 of the items he mentions in the stanza you choose and you need to explain the event in under 40 words and describe its significance in under 40 words as well (80 words total). You may also choose to fill in the lyrical gap he left from 1993-2015 by creating your own 7 line stanza of significant events, then explaining five of them. 
STEP 1: Get assigned to a stanza. 

Stanza Year: ___________ 
Stanza Terms:____________________________________________________

STEP 2: Circle your Billy Joel verses to explain OR figure out year(s) for which you’ll be writing original lyrics.

STEP 3: Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jR-A4QFHZBA Listen to his song again if you want.  
For an alternative, see jaiethemusician on youtube who pays homage to Billy Joel with a 1990-2012 version at: https://youtu.be/DYK9-Cl5lRU  
STEP 4: Choose the 5 terms you will explain to the class (there are usually 5-7 per stanza).  Use a powerpoint / imovie/ Prezi / presentation format of your choice. For each term you need the following

1. 2 Pictures


2. Clearly Identify in bold the type(s) of history it is (Social, Political, Economic, Religious, Military, Governmental)

3. A 40-word (MAX) explanation of the historical item (in your own words – no plagiarism)

4. An explanation of the historical significance of the item (why is it important / the “so what”).  (40 words MAX). 

*A note on presentations: for those who are shy, choose an option that does not require you to stand up in front of the class. (Imovie with voiceover, or other option). We will also watch a video on how not to make a presentation - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjcO2ExtHso (Death by Powerpoint) + Presentation skills:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whTwjG4ZIJg (Doug Jeffries on Effective Public Speaking)

“We Didn’t Start the Fire” by Billy Joel
(1949)
Harry Truman, Doris Day, Red China, Johnny Ray


South Pacific, Walter Winchell, Joe DiMaggio



(1950) 
Joe McCarthy, Richard Nixon, Studebaker, Television


North Korea, South Korea, Marilyn Monroe



(1951)
Rosenbergs, H Bomb, Sugar Ray, Panmunjom


Brando, The King and I, and The Catcher in the Rye



(1952)
Eisenhower, Vaccine, England’s got a new queen


Marciano, Liberace, Santayana goodbye



Chorus
(1953)
Joseph Stalin, Malenkov, Nasser and Prokofiev


Rockefeller, Campanella, Communist Bloc




(1954)
Roy Cohn, Juan Peron, Toscanini, Dacron


Dien Bien Phu Falls, Rock Around the Clock



(1955)
Einstein, James Dean, Brooklyn’s got a winning team


Davy Crockett, Peter Pan, Elvis Presley, Disneyland




(1956)
Bardot, Budapest, Alabama, Khrushchev,


Princess Grace, Peyton Place, Trouble in the Suez



Chorus


(1957)
Little Rock, Pasternak, Mickey Mantle, Kerouac


Sputnik, Chou En-Lai, Bridge on the River Kwai



(1958)
Lebanon, Charles de Gaulle, California baseball


Starkweather homicides, Children of Thalidomide



(1959)
Buddy Holly, Ben Hur, Space Monkey, Mafia


Hula Hoops, Castro, Edsel is a no-go



(1960)
U-2, Syngman Rhee, payola and Kennedy


Chubby Checker, Psycho, Belgians in the Congo

Chorus



(1961)
Hemingway, Eichmann, Stranger in a Strange Land




Dylan, Berlin, Bay of Pigs invasion




(1962)
Lawrence of Arabia, British Beatlemania




Ole Miss, John Glenn, Liston beats Patterson



(1963)
Pope Paul, Malcolm X, British Politician sex


J.F.K. blown away, what else do I have to say?

Chorus



(1964-89) Birth control, Ho Chi Minh, Richard Nixon back again


Moonshot, Woodstock, Watergate, Punk Rock




Begin, Reagan, Palestine, Terror on the airline




Ayatollah’s in Iran, Russians in Afghanistan




Wheel of Fortune, Sally Ride, Heavy Metal, Suicide




Foreign debts, Homeless Vets, AIDS, Crack, Bernie Goetz




Hypodermics on the shores, China’s under martial law




Rock and Roller cola wars, I can’t take it anymore!
Start Research At: http://www.school-for-champions.com/history/start_fire_facts.htm#.VohOYzbyAeI 

Grading Rubric for “We Didn’t Start the Fire” Cold War Era Project 
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During your life, you will be called upon to do some sort of presentation. It may be for your job, your post-secondary schooling, for a wedding, a family event, or for a funeral. For some it is a debilitating thought, but it is an important skill to try to finesse before you leave school. 

Since this is a history course, the research & assignment make up the bulk of your grade. However, the class is depending on you for their learning in this unit, so you need to present & be in attendance.

	GRADING RUBRIC
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Research and information
                 /18
	( Very few details

( 61+ words (Per item)
( Misses significance or

does not include for most 
(Irrelevant & only

vaguely related to history

in class; forgets significance

at times or under/over word

limit
(Has 1-2 items

( Has 1 picture at times, &

forgets on some items. 

(Heavily Plagiarized
	( Vague - few details
(51-60 words (Per item)
(Misinterprets/does not fully

demonstrate significance, may

forget significance for items,

may exceed / not meet word

limit

( Many irrelevant items / and

Does not explain statements
( Has 2 items
( Has 1 picture per item

( In own words
	(Many of the important 
details are judiciously chosen
(41-50 words (per item)
( Good work on explaining

significance on all items, but

exceeds word limit at times
(Mostly relevant & 

mostly explains statements
(Has 3 items
( Has 2 pictures for most

items. Sometimes 1. 

(In own insightful words
	(Best/concise details chosen
( 40 words or under (for item)
( Clearly explains importance
and significance of all items

40- words per significance
(Relevant & clearly 

explains statements
( Has 4 items
( Has 2 pictures per item

( In own words; developed

with clarity and insight

	Presentation Rubric

                  /4
	(Does not keep interest

( Very hard to follow

(Product has many 

Flaws in understanding,

Teamwork, etc. 

( As attractive as Mr. Fitton

( Mr. Fitton will offer 

advice on strategies to keep

class interested 
	(Needs work to get

Audience interested

( Hard to follow

(Product has flaws, but 

makes some sense.
(Visually needs work

( Needs work to keep 

audience on task

	(Engaging & interesting

(Flows relatively well

(Product is good and

Has minimal flaws
( Visually few flaws

(Keeps audience interested
	(Engaging & interesting

(Flows well

(A polished product

with few flaws 
(Visually appealing

(Keeps audience interested


Your Score           /22
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