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History 12


Research Assignment –War Art/Literature
Name: 

The First World War was a cataclysmic event that forever altered the way people thought. The war stirred the emotions of many artists and writers who sought to represent what the conflict meant to them and to construct meaning in this new “reality.” Canadian and world culture changed due to the dramatic nature of 20th century warfare; the changes are as powerful as they are provocative. Your assignment is to examine this art or literature and–as with any well-rounded scholar—gain an appreciation for how the creators present their subject matter. Remember, art is partially what the artist creates and partially the impression the piece makes on you. Art and literature is one of the foremost ways that a society transmits its values, beliefs and fears.  

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO CHOOSE TO ANALYZE WWI ART:
Partner Assignment Instructions: 
1. Both Partners go to the following URL if you would like to view the Canadian art perspective:

http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/canvas/1/cwd1e.shtml
(Alternatively, you may google image search “WW1 Art” to get a more in-depth world perspective.) Be a researcher – look at google images and select names of artists, different countries, etc. 
2. Click on “next” and scroll through the 20+ displays of WW1 Art. [Stop if you get to WW2]

3. Look at several pieces. You will have to select one for this assignment.

4. CRITERIA: Open a blank word document. Put your NAME, BLOCK & DATE on the sheet. Or hand write.  You may also choose to use a “google doc” so that both of you can write at the same time.  Cite your work using APA format. (See last page of this assignment.)
5. Select one picture. Paste it into your word document. Resize it so that it is relatively large, but the picture quality remains acceptable. Right click on the image and go to format. Format the picture so that text will go below it.  Directly below the picture, write the following about the art: Title, Artist and Date it was painted (Criteria). You must print the image and attach it later if you hand write the document. 

6. Create the following headings on your document & comment on the art you selected:

A. The Style (brush strokes, clarity, distance, lack of focus, colours, focus, blurr)

B. The Mood the artist is trying to capture/create.(The feeling: dark, thoughtful, ominous… how?)

C. Recurring Themes: What themes/images/colour schemes are present in your piece that exist in other art that you perused? Remember, art captures the general societal & cultural feelings of an era or event. 

D. Emotional Response: How does the painting make you feel? Why? Give specific details/refer to art. 

E. Appreciation: How does this art give you a better appreciation for what happened in WW1?

*Remember, a good answer always explains your response and makes reference to the painting. 

*You may be asked to e-mail the project to Mr. Duncan
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO CHOOSE TO ANALYZE WWI POETRY:
Partner Assignment Instructions: 
1. Both Partners may go to the following URL to find prominent WWI poets:

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/collections/101720/world-war-i-poets (Alternatively, you may google search “WW1 poems”). Be a researcher – look at google images and select names of writers, different countries, etc. 
2. Read through a few poems by a few different authors. You will have to select one for this assignment. Make sure it is not too long or too short (should take about 1-2 mins for someone to read).

3. CRITERIA: Open a blank word document. Put your NAME, BLOCK & DATE on the sheet. Or hand write.  You may also choose to use a “google doc” so that both of you can write at the same time.  Cite your work using APA format. (See last page of this assignment.)
4. Print the poem (on a single sheet if possible so it’s easy for others to read). If you want to embellish the page with some sort of decorative drawing or sketch that fits the tone and mood of the poem that would be welcome. Directly below the poem, write the following: Title, Artist and Date it was written or published (Criteria).
5. Create the following headings on your document & comment on the poem you selected:
A. The Form (poem structure, possible rhyme scheme, etc.)

B. The Tone the poet is trying to capture/create.(The feeling: dark, thoughtful, ominous… how?)

C. Recurring Themes: What themes/visuals/words are present in your piece that exist in other poems that you read? Remember, art captures the general societal & cultural feelings of an era or event. 

D. Emotional Response: How does the poem make you feel? Why? Give specific details/refer to poem. 

E. Appreciation: How does this poem give you a better appreciation for what happened in WW1?

*Remember, a good answer always explains your response and makes reference to the poem. 

*You may be asked to e-mail the project to Mr. Duncan

ASSESSMENT

You will be assessed on the quality and depth of your analysis of the art/poem. See example. 
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Sacrifice  Painted 1918 by Charles Sims (1873–1928)
The Style: The “Sacrifice” is painted with a background that is dark and out of focus. The background is dark because it is meant to represent the death present on European battlefields. The foreground is dominated by a crucifix and the word “Sacrifice.” The crucifix is adorned with the flags of Canadian provinces. The bottom of the picture is much lighter and brighter and is meant to represent Canada, which is away from the war. 

The Mood: The Crucifix, word “Sacrifice” and the dark background painted with a variety of skeletons and injured soldiers is meant to convey a mood of darkness and despair. However, the allusion to the crucifixion (which means Salvation) and the bright foreground indicate that there is still hope despite the darkness. The artist suggests that life can still be bright and happy. Indeed, the woman holding the white clad child in the center bottom of the painting is a metaphor for hope. Children are  a symbol of rebirth; moreover, the child is one of few items from the bright foreground that touches the dark background. Clearly, the artist reveals that even in darkness, there can be hope for a better future. 

Recurring Themes: This painting participates in the recurring WW1 art theme of death and chaos. The background displays a black, bleak and disheartening battlefield. Because the war was so awful, many of the artists on the website, like Charles Sims, used predominantly dark colours in their paintings to capture the somber mood created by the war.

Emotional Response: This painting inspires within me a sense of awe at the awesome destructive power of war. Moreover, I am fascinated by the historical allusion used by Sims. He compares the sacrifice of soldiers in WW1 to biblical sacrifice; he clearly views the death of soldiers as something precious and chooses to reveal his beliefs through a biblical lens.

Appreciation: Art is a powerful form through which to illustrate feelings. The “Sacrifice” with its dark battlefield helped me visualize the darkness and depravity that soldiers would have had to live in while they were at the front. 
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS (90-100%)
· The work exceeds grade 12 expectations in significant ways

· The student may benefit from extra challenge; excellent work overall

· Student includes thoughtful and sophisticated responses to ALL of the criteria headings. *need not contain a mention of all elements under each heading to be superior. 

· Cites perfectly in APA format
	FULLY MEETS EXPECTATIONS (70-89%)
· The work meets grade 12 expectations

· There is evidence that relevant prescribed learning outcomes have been accomplished

· Student includes thoughtful responses to ALL of the criteria headings. *need not contain a mention of all elements under each heading to be superior. 

· Cites in APA format with minor errors

	MEETS EXPECTATIONS (50-70%)
· The work may be inconsistent, but meets grade 12 expectations at a satisfactory level.

· There is evidence of progress toward relevant prescribed learning outcome

· Student includes responses to ALL of the criteria headings. However, does not attempt much detail and responses are somewhat simplistic and rushed. 
· Attempts APA format
	NOT YET WITHIN EXPECTATIONS (0-49%)
· The work does not meet grade-level expectations

· There is little evidence of progress toward the relevant prescribed learning outcomes

· The situation needs intervention

· Student includes responses to some of the criteria headings. There are few details, responses are rushed and at times there is significant lack of understanding.  

· No APA citation / or Just pastes URL


EVALUATION CHECKLIST
Student Self Evaluation (Highlight the items above and comment below)


/20
Teacher Comments:









/20
Reproduction on a Website
If no date is available for the website, use (n.d.) for "no date". If no author is available, just include the title followed by the date.
Artist. (Year). Title [Description]. Institution, Museum, or Collection, Location. Webpage/document Author. (Year, Month day). Title of web page/document. Retrieved from: http://URL

Shepherd, H. P. (1962). Sunday morning [Oil]. Collection of Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. John’s, NL. The rooms. (n.d.). Retrieved from: http://www.therooms.ca/artgallery/shepherds.asp

Original Drawing / Painting / Sculpture / Photo / Etc.
If artist is unknown, begin with the title. If year is unknown, use (n.d.) for "no date."
Artist. (Year). Title [Description of material]. Institution, Museum, or Collection, City, abbreviated Province/State.

Pratt, C. (1965). Young girl with seashells [Oil on board]. Memorial University Art Gallery Permanent Collection, Corner Brook, NL.
Assignment is complete according to Criteria				/ (pre-req)


Analysis contains a depth of understanding of the art/poem (see rubric)	/20


(Each section is thoughtfully discussed, using evidence from the selected piece to back up your view.)


(Each section is worth 4 points – Not yet meeting, minimally meeting, fully meeting, exceeding)


Proper Spelling and Grammar							/(pre-req)


									


TOTAL	/20
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