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There’s a gap between what Victims of Crime want and what the Criminal Justice System Delivers
What if the Victim was the central figure in the criminal justice system? Not the offender.
The Five Needs of Victims
(Taken From Ruth Morris’ Book – Penal Abolition: The Practical Choice)
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Safety – Physical, Emotional and Psychological.
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Answers – Why me? (If there’s a guilty plea, they get no answers; accused may not testify so they get no answers; can’t ask questions)
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Recognition of Wrong – Victims want people to recognize the harm done to them
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Restitution – Want to be made whole again

[image: C:\Users\000158786\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\99B58E2C.tmp]Significance – They want society to be better so no one else will have to suffer (ie: MADD Canada; Alexa’s Team; Amber Alert all are ways to make a tragedy have significance.)
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“We don’t need a system that reacts – we need a system that considers” – Dr. Melissa Munn
If we are Victim Centered, then we also need to view the offender as a person; not as a criminal. 
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ACTIVITY: Let’s Look at some legal scenarios or case studies through the lens of a Victim and see if it changes our sentencing. What if we took incarceration right off the table as an option? What would you do instead?
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WHAT DO CRIME VICTIMS WANT FROM CRIMINAL

JUSTICE REFORM?

1IN 4 AMERICANS HAVE BEEN A VICTIM OF CRIME IN THE PAST 10 YEARS.

PR 0T

crime victims prefer shorter prison sentences and more spending
on prevention/rehabilitation over keeping people in prison for as
long as possible. The same was true for victims of violent crimes.

’M‘w 3IN4

victims believe that prison makes people more likely to
commit crimes rather than to rehabilitate them.

Only 29% of victims say
the U.S. sends too few

29“/ people to prison.
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74% of crime victims, and 77% of 77%

victims of serious violent crimes,
want prosecutors to focus on
solving neighborhood problems
and stopping repeat crimes

through rehabilitation—even if it
means fewer convictions.

VICTIMS WANT TO PRIORITIZE SPENDING ON THINGS OTHER THAN
PRISONS & JAILS.
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Source: “Crime Survivors Speak.” Alliance for Safety and Justice. 2016.
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will give victims of crime a:
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Right to information

Ask for information about

the justice system, victim

services, and the progress
of their case.

Right to seek restitution

Restitution orders must be
considered and can be
enforced through civil

courts.
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Right to participation
Present a victim impact
statement and give views
on decisions that affect
their rights.

Right to protection

Consideration of the
security and privacy of
victims, and reasonable and
necessary protection from
intimidation and retaliation.
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