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The Social Studies 11 Curriculum invites students learn to write an analytical essay, which argues, describes, analyses or explains a point. For this assignment you are asked to write a 300-500 word essay on one of the topics below. 

1. The film _______________ accurately portrays the history of the time period. 
2. The film _______________ does not accurately portray the history of the time period. 

3. The film _______________ both accurately and inaccurately portrays the history of the time period. 
To begin:  Watch the film, take notes and develop a viewpoint. (see attached sheet)
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Next: Brainstorm with peers and find evidence in the text/notes/etc to support your viewpoint.

Then: Create a thesis and begin the writing process. See attached “plan for success”

Criteria:

* Your response must include clear, detailed examples from the film.

* You must include TWO direct quotations from the textbook, and cite them.

* Have a clear thesis statement and clear topic sentences.

* Use your evidence to make a logical conclusion (use textbook & other handouts)
* Use transition words between topics. (see below)

*Avoid first person, state “the counterpoints textbook states”; not “I know that”
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ESSAY SCORING CRITERIA

A response may or may not conform to each and every descriptor within a particular scale point. The
marker should classify the response into a category based on general impression rather than by checking
off each descriptor. NOTE: This is a first draft response and should be scored as such.

6

* A relevant position/thesis, as directed by the command term, is clearly stated.

* Superior recall of factual content; organized in a thoughtful and effective manner.

* Position is supported with thoroughly developed details and insightful conclusions are drawn.
* Expression is clear and fluent with few flaws in communication.

5

* A relevant position/thesis, as directed by the command term, is clearly stated.

* Proficient recall of factual content; organized in a thoughtful and effective manner.

* Position is supported with well-developed details and effective conclusions are drawn.
* Expression is generally fluent with few flaws in communication.

4

* A relevant position/thesis, as directed by the command term, is adequate.

* Competent recall of factual content; generally organized in a clear manner.

* Position is supported with sufficient details and adequate conclusions are drawn.
* Expression is sufficiently fluent; errors do not impede meaning.

3

* A relevant position/thesis, as directed by the command term, is adequate.
* Minimal recall of factual content; organization is attempted.

* Position is supported with some detail and conclusions are weak.

* Expression is limited; errors may distract and impede meaning.

2

* A position/thesis is insufficient.
» Limited recall of factual content; lacks organization.
* Absence of supporting details, little or no relevant conclusion.
* Expression is awkward; errors interfere with meaning.
1

* A position/thesis is absent.

* Deficient recall of factual content; lacks organization.

* Absence of supporting detail.

* Expression is full of errors making understanding difficult.

0
* Makes no attempt to address the topic or simply restates the question.
No Response

* No response given.
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Example:

 The Battle of Passchendaele was a cataclysmic event that devastated the Canadian divisions that fought there. Some historians conclude that the battle was the “‘muddiest and most pointless battle of the end of the war’” (Counterpoints 44). Indeed, director Paul Gross very accurately portrays the savage conditions, heartache, and battle tactics as well as weaponry present at Passchendale and countless other battles in World War 1. 


      First, the film accurately portrays the savage conditions present in many of the trench warfare battles of the first world war. In the movie the director shows _________. Similarly, the Counterpoints textbook/a unit overview/Canada a Peoples History, agrees, revealing that ____________ (quote/example, etc).  
TRANSITION WORDS


Assessment: Your essay will be grades using the BC Ministry of Education 6 Point scale for marking Social Studies exam papers. It is appended to this document and the key element is to include excellent level of factual recall (ie: lots of great examples)

NOTE SHEET: To be completed while watching the film

	Event/Action/Object/Statement/ from film
	Accurate or not? Explain using textbook,

notes, unit overview, ppls history, quotes, etc. 
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Introduction, Thesis Statement, Topic Sentence and blueprint (items you will discuss as being accurate or not)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion item 1.__________________________________________________________________________

Describe it in detail:________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________Discussion of how it is accurate/inaccurate. ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(Text + Page Number)
Discussion item 2.__________________________________________________________________________

Describe it in detail:________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________Discussion of how it is accurate/inaccurate. ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(Text + Page Number)
Discussion item 3.__________________________________________________________________________

Describe it in detail:________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________Discussion of how it is accurate/inaccurate. ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(Text + Page Number)

Discussion item 4.__________________________________________________________________________

Describe it in detail:________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________Discussion of how it is accurate/inaccurate. ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(Text + Page Number)
Discussion item 5.__________________________________________________________________________

Describe it in detail:________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________Discussion of how it is accurate/inaccurate. ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(Text + Page Number)
Conclusion: Restate your thesis, Restate the evidence to support your thesis & End with a bang!_____________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Introduction





Quote  from text AND Citation





Transition word





Thesis/


Argument





Very clear topic sentence!





Consequently	Clearly		Furthermore		Additionally		Indeed		Moreover�Because	Also		However		Nevertheless		Yet		On the contrary


Certainly	Undoubtedly	Unequivocally		First, Second, Third	Consequently	Finally








