Policing Unit – Scenarios
Prior to the scenario lesson, students will have familiarity with types and levels of policing. They will be taught about crime scene investigations and about steps in an investigation. They will have been taught a unit on the Charter of Rights and Freedoms as well as the RCMP IMIM. 
They will have learned how to conduct themselves with decorum, develop their police voice and will know that they need to identify themselves as the police to authorize the use of force and powers of arrest. They will be able to communicate with dispatch. 
The scenarios part of the unit is meant to provide students with a taste of what it is like to be a police officer. This unit is meant to help students empathize with the difficulties of policing and to show their understanding of key concepts taught in the unit. 
SUPERVISING OFFICER   1 – Series of 7 Scenarios.
OVERALL SUPPLIES: Duty belts, vests, cuffs 
Scenario 1: Fake bags of drugs  
Scenario 2: Shovel and 6 cans    
Scenario 3: Liquor containers (cans/bottles); Car
Scenario 4: Break and Enter Tools (hammer/screw driver)
Scenario 5: Fake Rifle
Scenario 6: Two liquor Bottles
Scenario 7:  Common Area or Outside
Scenario 8: Mental Health Call (bottle of pills and liquor bottle)

Scenario 1:  Drug Deal
Supplies: Fake bags of drugs. 
Radio Call: We have a report of suspicious activity. Two individuals located at a picnic table on the south east side of PM Secondary School. Complainant believes they may be in possession of CDSA

Details/Actors: When police arrive, one person is to stay. The other is to go and be non-cooperative. One walking away is supposed to drop the bag of drugs nonchalantly as they walk away. Be evasive with answers; one student will be rude to the police (I bet you were bullied in school, think you’re tough; I pay taxes).  (This is to see if students acting as police are able to watch a situation and see small details like drugs being dropped.) Also, if they have grounds for arrest and how to talk to people. 
-For actors – police must identify themselves, if they do not place you under arrest, go to walk away and say you have an appointment.  Comply if police state they are the police and detain/arrest you. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Scenario 2 – Mental Health Call – Man with shovel burying cans; looks disheveled.
Supplies: Shovel, Cans all over the ground.
Dispatch: Report of a person behind their house mumbling, digging holes and talking about the government listening to them. Appears to be burying cans. 

Details/Actors: A person in mental distress is erratically digging holes and putting cans in them and burying them. The person is paranoid and believes the cans will stop “them” from listening to their conversations. Very agitated. Keeps moving around in circles digging, stopping, digging, stopping.  Complains he’s exhausted. Just wants them to stop listening to him. Wants to rest. 
-If officers yell he will become more agitated. Will raise shovel. Will not attack officers. Will yell that they are part of the group listening to him.   If they keep guns fully raised, he will be upset.  Stop periodically and keep digging even if officers are trying to talk. In and out of focus. Charge at them, then stop.  Cry if you want. 
-If officers surround him, lower guns but keep a distance, and then start talking to him, he will slowly start to listen.  They should ask you several times to lower the shovel and put it down  - listen if they are clear and direct and ask a few times. 
-If they are calm and direct, eventually listen to them.  Put down shovel, come with them to hospital. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________











Scenario 3 – Car full of teenagers
Supplies: Car

Dispatch: A resident of the apartments across from Princess Margaret has called to report numerous youth associated with a vehicle. There are many in the can and they are listening to music very loudly. 

Details/Actors: The car will have an “N” on the back.  If members arrive, you will say that you are all related.  There are a couple of beer cans in the vehicle. Kick them around a bit to see if the police notice them. 
-If they ask for ID, produce it. 
-If they ask to get out the vehicle, please comply
-If they ask to breathalyze the driver, let them. 
-Someone should vocally say that they don’t want to walk, its cold outside and you live 5 blocks away. 
-One of you will demand that the police should give you a ride home. 
-One student will get a bit confrontational and say that the police are heartless and should go an investigate “real crime” instead of harassing kids. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Scenario 4: Break and Enter 
Supplies: Break and Enter tool(s) 
Dispatch: We have a report of a break and enter inside Princess Margaret Secondary School in rm 207.
Details/Actors: Windows are open; someone should be hiding in the room with a crowbar or other break in tool (maybe a hammer / screwdriver).  Person will say they broke in to sleep. Will refuse to show hands. Will stay laying down.  Tell police to go away.  
-Police need to direct forcefully and need to identify themselves as police, if they do and are clear about what to do, the person will respond. 
-If police are not clear and do not direct the person, the person will refuse to comply. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Scenario 5: Kid with gun
Supplies: Fake Rifle
Dispatch: Report of possible shots being fired out of a widow in room 207. Complainant heard three loud popping sounds consistent with a hunting rifle.  No eyes on suspect only that caller assumed there are shots being fired. 
Details/Actors: Young kid has gun and is firing it out the window while mom is at work. Dad recently died in car crash.  Young kid will be scared and crying and holding gun in the middle of the room in a chair, facing away from the police.  Will tell police that he is protecting his mom with his dad’s gun. Is sad.  (This scenario is to show that police have to at times offer a comforting role and will respond to difficult calls to handle) When police arrive and identify selves, the boy is to drop the gun and start crying.
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Scenario 6: Domestic dispute
Supplies: Liquor Bottle and Scream Sound effect 
Dispatch: Received call about loud altercation coming from a room across the hall from Room 211 of Princess Margaret Apartments. 
Details/Actors: husband has a beer can in his hand and wife and him are arguing. There is a movie playing in background that is violent (find a youtube video so there is some loud noise, which means that it was not the couple arguing, they were watching a film and neighbors misinterpreted) He isn’t violent and has no record of being violent. Altercation is solved peacefully. First, Husband opens the door and says all is fine and goes to close the door as police are talking to him. Won’t really let them talk.  (Police need to go in and speak with wife and confirm she is ok and ensure everything is ok).
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Scenario 7: Fight after the game
Dispatch: Report of a fight at Princess Margaret Secondary School after a senior boys Basketball game. The team has had a heated game and now Princess Margaret Students and Oliver Highschool Students are yelling. Approx 10 youth. Shouting and swearing. 
Details/Actors: 8 boys are in the parking lot in a huge verbal fight after the game. When police arrive they don’t listen and are aggressive to the opposite team. Nothing physical at the start, but then two kids start the fight and a circle forms around them as they square off.  If police do not act with authoritative voices, kids start to cheer as the two fight. If only one police officer intervenes, group could turn and be confrontational to the police as the kids continue to fight. Two kids should turn and run away, but yell at the police some sort of insult as they intervene.  If police call for backup and the two police act in a unified, way, students will start to listen. 






Scenario 8:  Mental health call
Dispatch: Report of a distraught person in a room / outside crying and drinking. 
Details / Actor: 1 lone person is drinking and crying. When police arrive, they are just really sad. Talk about all that is going wrong with their life (mention lots of bad things). Say things like “whats the point of all this.” If police try to ticket or seize the liquor – actor should say – I’m never gonna pay the ticket any, or go ahead, add one more thing to my day. Escalate if they focus solely on the liquor or if they are rude.  “None of this matters.” At some point drop the empty pill bottle. Make sure to say things that indicate you are not in great mental health.  At some point, let them know you have had some pills and are going home to have more. If officers soften their tone and start to ask questions – answer honestly that you have a plan to end your life and that you are going home to do it. They should apprehend you under the mental health act and take you to the hospital. If they are kind, and genuine and caring, go with them willingly. If they are harsh, rude or don’t seem to care, leave and indicate you are going home to “end this awful day.” Should be super emotional. 








































SUPERVISING OFFICER   2 – Series of 8 Scenarios.

OVERALL SUPPLIES: Duty belts, vests, cuffs 
Scenario 1: Bottle full of water, a few bottles/cans laying around.  
Scenario 2: Big Knife in back pocket    
Scenario 3: Liquor cans/bottles… in backpacks; few on ground, drugs)
Scenario 4: Hunting Rifle and Car
Scenario 5: Fake Gun and Liquor Bottle
Scenario 6: Doll or My Little Pony; common area or outside
Scenario 7:  Spray paint cans; coloured fingertips for SOC’s


Scenario 1 – Public Urination/Intoxication
Supplies: Liquor bottle with water in it. 
Dispatch: You are on foot patrol behind princess Margaret secondary near the woodshop. Deal with any issues you see. 
Details/Actors:  A man is leaning face first against a wall urinating. He will be swaying gently and slurring a little bit, he will try to walk away and stagger. He will be polite and joke a bit. But members will likely have to go hands on to help direct the person. Stagger. Try to hug police – say you love them.  Has been bottle in pocket. 
-If police go to arrest, should say that he is fine. Only have 5 beers. Indicate that you live in Chateau village and can walk home. 
-Police will need to arrest or let him go. They will have to articulate their response. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Scenario 2: Aggressive Male
Supplies: Knife
Dispatch:  We have a report of a male who was screaming on Green avenue. He is being aggressive and slurring. He is on the back field of Princess Margaret Secondary near the shipping containers. 
Details/Actors: Man is yelling, he has a knife in his pocket or on the side of his belt. Police arrive and he is ranting and yelling. Is very upset. Possibly suicidal. Won’t respond if kids don’t state that they are police. Eventually will pull knife out as members attend. (How do they respond, how do they talk to him).  Try to de-escalate. Talk to him – if they ask, he’s just lost his job and is depressed. Will put knife down if they talk nicely to him; will also put knife down if they are assertive enough and use “police voice.” Should yell “you don’t care about me” if they don’t take a compassionate approach. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Scenario 3 – Cause Disturbance
Supplies: Liquor bottles on ground and for student backpacks
Dispatch: Report of youth partying on the back field of Princess Margaret Secondary School. Swearing, Yelling, Drinking and odour of marijuana reported by complainant walking their dog. 
Details/Actors: 2 youths with hoodies and backpacks near backstop of the back field of PMSS; near garbage can. Beer cans on the ground.  Kids will have liquor bottles in backpacks. One will swear and yell as police come near.  One will walk away if police start to search bags. One will then run if police pursue. Will stop if they use assertive enough commands.  But not if they seem unsure. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Scenario 4 – Gun in Car	
Supplies: Vehicle and Hunting Rifle 
No Dispatch: You see a vehicle with its tail light out and have pulled it over for a routine traffic stop.  Contact Dispatch and run the plate.  Plate comes back registered to  ________________________. No prior police contact. Born in 1945.
Details/Actors:  When police approach, there is a hunting rifle on the passenger seat of the vehicle.  
- Actor will require concise, loud instructions. Is an elderly person. 
- Police need to be verbal
-If police get too high strung, old person should start to cry and seem confused.
-They were out on a hunting trip.
-They are to pose no threat.
-Police goal is to remove  person and gun from the vehicle, not overreact, get the person out of the vehicle.  The idea here it to verbalize. 
-The actor has a valid hunting license, gun is not loaded and was safe for all intents and purposes. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________





Scenario 5:  - Gun Call
Supplies: Cap Gun 
Dispatch: A coworker is concerned about the mental health of a colleague. They’ve been mumbling angrily, seem to be in a downward spiral. Have been making threats and were seen going to their car and acting shifty. Now back in office at their desk. Sweating profusely. 
Details/Actors: Man is as desk in Room 209 of the Office Building. Liquor bottle on the desk. Also a gun on desk. 
-If police do not notice the gun, he should shoot at them. 
-If police notice gun and give firm commands, he should obey them. But start sobbing. 
-If police knock gun off desk, he should stumble for it in an intoxicated manner.  Police can act accordingly. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Scenario 6: Fist Fight 
Supplies: My little Pony 

Dispatch: Report of a fight between many high school students outside Princess Margaret Secondary School by shipping containers OR In the Common Area
Details/Actors: Yelling at each other and light pushing until police arrive 
	-If police are loud and assertive stop yelling, but two people keep fighting
	-Eventually say “we’re fighting over who loves my little pony more. 
-If police say anything offensive, sarcastic or laugh, stop fighting and get mad at police
-If police say “you’re under arrest” be passive resistant.  
-If police become cornered or are not being situationally aware, come at them with fists raised
-If police call for backup, lower your level of aggression
-Submit to arrest if they are clear, direct and order you to do things in a “police voice”	 

_____________________________________________________________________________________



Scenario 7: Vandalism
Supplies: Spray paint Bottles 
Dispatch: Report of two youth standing near spray painted Princess Margaret school building. Near the smoke – pit.
Details/Actors:  Two kids are standing next to the spray paint with a spray paint can on the ground. They are to say that they haven’t done anything. Some other kid did it before they got there.  They should be rude and standoffish and resist letting police look in their bags. If police can state appropriate reasons for searching the bags, they can. If they can’t articulate properly, they should not let the police look. 


____________________________________________________________________________________

Scenario 8 – Man Down.  Intoxicated Male Sleeping on ground during day outside of Princess Margaret School. Liquor bottle nearby. 
Supplies: Liquor bottle or fake syringe nearby.  (Could be a picture of a syringe)
Dispatch: Complainant was walking near the tennis courts at PM secondary and saw a man down. Worried for his safety. Wants it checked out. 
Details/Actors: Man down, intox by drugs or alcohol. Sleeping with a knife.  If members approach from the head, he should jump up a bit frightened.  Will act frightened if they do not identify themselves as police.  High or intox. Not making much sense.  If approach from feet, will stay down. Will slowly comply with demands, should act very tired/dopey/not with it.  Will tell police to go away and will go back to sleep a few times.  But eventually listen. 
Will have two weapons. They will need to search him. Should periodically slur / fall down / lean on fence. But will listen if they identify themselves as police and are professional and direct. 

