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CANADA’S POLITICAL SPECTRUM – ASSIGNMENT

Below is an illustration of how far “right” and “left” Canada’s political pendulum swings…
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Left Wing

· support change and think the government should provide more social services (education, health, etc)

· criminals should be rehabilitated

· government involved heavily in managing the economy

· new solution to old problems

Centrist Moderate

· believe in both tradition and change

· government should play a role only when it improves citizens’ lives

· apply some new and some old solutions to issues facing the country

Right Wing

· support tradition and the status quo

· government plays a limited role in economy; support business and free enterprise

· budget should be balanced, even if this means cutbacks in education and health care

· law and order have high priority; harsher penalties for criminals

Political Party Election Assignment
Your Assignment (  Create a new “political party” and run a campaign

Step 1 :  Decide where on the Canadian Political Spectrum your party lies; six group members

Step 2 :  Name your party appropriately

Step 3 :  form a party “platform” (  issues you promise to address if you are elected to government.  You MUST have a minimum of 6 serious platform issues! (and some funny ones if you would like)

Step 4 :  In your group of six, 2 members write the speech, 2 members make a video/radio campaign, 2 members design party posters that contain your six platform issues, and an eye-catching logo. Somewhere on your poster (back or front), you must draw the political spectrum with the three major Canadian parties (NDP, Conservatives, Liberals) AND where your party fits.

Step 5 : Over two days, design and run your campaign. Be ready for leader speech day. 
REMEMBER THE SPECTRUM:


Socialist ?  Your platform CAN include, but should NOT be limited to:

· Increasing taxes on business to subsidize health, social welfare & education

· Legalizing a variety of actions/objects that are illegal

· Amending Canada’s Penal Code to increase the age for young offenders; or to focus on rehabilitation

· See www.ndp.ca for Canadian platform 

Liberal ?  Your platform CAN include, but should NOT

be limited to:

· Increasing taxes on wealthier Canadians while cutting individual income tax on Canadians living near the poverty line

· Decreasing the cost of post-secondary education

· Canada’s re-adoption of the Kyoto Accord

· See www.liberal.ca for Canadian platform


Conservative ?  Your platform CAN include, but should NOT be limited to:

· Cutting taxes on big business while reinstating the GST at 7%

· Introducing the death penalty for capital crimes

· Cut government spending on social welfare programs like employment insurance to offer tax cuts

· See http://www.conservative.ca for Canadian Platform

	
	1 – Not yet Meeting expectations
	2 – Minimally Meeting Expectations
	3 – Fully Meeting Expectations
	4 – Exceeding expectations

	Party Platform Poster
         / 8
	(contains 1-2 platform ideas, 

(Simplistic

(May be off topic

(Does not show an understanding of the political spectrum

(Missing one or both of the slogan and the logo or they do not fit with the party platform at all.

(Does not identify where their party, or major Canadian parties lie on the spectrum or may have many incorrectly labeled 
	(contains 3-4 platform ideas, more in point form.

(not much detail

(Shows some understanding of the political spectrum

( has a slogan and a logo, but may not really fit with the party platform, be rushed or missing one.

( identifies the where the major Canadian parties and their party fit on the political spectrum, one may be wrong
	( Contains 5 fully developed appropriate platform ideas

(Platform ideas are quite detailed

(Shows good understanding of political spectrum

(Has an apt slogan

(Has an apt logo

(Correctly identifies where the major Canadian parties and their party fit on the political spectrum
	(Contains 6 or more fully developed appropriate platform ideas

(Platform ideas are very detailed

(Shows excellent understanding of the political spectrum. 

(Has a creative and apt slogan

(Has a creative and apt logo

(Correctly identifies the where the major Canadian parties and their party fit on the political spectrum

	Speech
        / 8
	(contains 1-2 platform ideas, 

(Simplistic

(May be off topic

(Speaker does not look up and is not very enthusiastic. Speech does not appear to be rehearsed. 
	(contains 3-4 platform ideas, more in point form.

(not much detail

(Speaker barely looks up and is not very enthusiastic. At times the speaker is hard to hear or understand. Speech does not appear to be rehearsed. 
	( Contains 5 fully developed appropriate platform ideas

(Platform ideas are quite detailed

(Well rehearsed and enthusiastic, looks at the audience and is loud and clear


	(Contains 6 or more fully developed appropriate platform ideas

(Platform ideas are very detailed

( Well rehearsed, possibly memorized. Speaker is charismatic and enthusiastic, looks at the audience and it loud and clear

	Video campaign
         /8

Total:        /24
	(Rushed and simplistic

(contains very few of the party ideas

(does not mention the other parties.
	(Rushed 

(Has half of the party ideas

(Highlights only the weaknesses of one party
	(Mostly polished

(has most of the parties ideas

(Highlights other parties (at least 2)

weaknesses


	( A polished product

(Contains party ideas

(Highlights other parties (at least three) weaknesses
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