English 11





Name: _____________

Literature Circle: Character Symbolism

Date: ______________
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A symbol, or symbolism, is when a physical object is used in a story or poem to represent an abstract idea. For example, a butterfly can represent change and transformation and a horse represents loyalty and friendship. 

Assignment: 

1. Using the sheet of symbols in literature or your own ideas, use your playdough to sculpt THREE symbols for ONE character in your novel. 

2. On the cue cards provided, write an explanation in complete sentences describing why that symbol fits your character. You must use SPECIFIC incidents from your novel to back up your ideas. For example, if you chose a butterfly to represent your character, it is not good enough to say because she goes through a change, give details on WHAT that change was and how and why it happened. 

3. You may want to consider symbols that represent your character’s personality, ways they developed in the story, what other characters think of them, what they think of themselves or objects that are associated with the character that are more than personal preferences (don’t use a soccer ball because they like soccer). 

4. When done, put your symbols and explanation on the table at the front of the classroom, you will use the cue cards to present your symbols. 

Example: Using Hassan from The Kite Runner
A Kite: A symbol in the Kite Runner for the character Hassan is the Kite. The Kite symbolizes his fierce loyalty for Amir. When Amir wins the big Winter Kite Fighting tournaments in Kabul, he asks Hassan to get him the last kite cut, a prize just as important as winning. Hassan replies “for you a thousand times over, “ showing he would do anything for Amir. To further demonstrate his loyalty, after running the last kite, Hassan is trapped by Assef and his gang. Assef demands Hassan hand over the tent and when he refuses saying “this is Amir Agha’s!” Assef then proceeds to rape him. The Kite later becomes a symbol of Amir returning the loyalty to Hassan when several decades later, after Hassan is killed by the Taliban and Amir rescues his son Sorhab. Traumatized, Sorhab is very unhappy, but Amir refuses to give up on him for Hassan’s sake. At the end Amir runs a kite for Sorhab and he cracks a smile, showing that he may one day be able to be happy; Amir’s loyalty pays off.  
