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The Difference between Seeing and Observing. 

How much like Sherlock Holmes are you? A quick exercise in historiography. 
Sherlock Holmes and Watson discussing observation (A Scandal in Bohemia): 

“You see, but you do not observe. The distinction is clear. For example, you have frequently seen the steps which lead up from the hall to this room.”

 “Frequently.”

 “How often?”

 “Well, some hundreds of times.”

 “Then how many are there?”

 “How many? I don't know.”

 “Quite so! You have not observed. And yet you have seen. That is just my point. Now, I know that there are seventeen steps, because I have both seen and observed.”
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Can you Answer the following questions?

1. What colour is the outside roof above the science wing class?_______  ___________

2. What colour is the hallway floor in the shop wing?  ____________  ____________

3. How many doors are there to enter/exit the school? __________  ______________

4. What colour are the giant theatre doors in the common area?________________    ______________
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5. How many marine animals are on the SLMS front Sculpture? ______   ______

6. How many chalk boards are in the class? ____________    ________________

7. How many Canada flags are in this classroom? __________      ___________

8. How many classroom doors on both sides of the hallway from Mrs. Fitton’s room straight to the Library?  _______       __________

9. What colour is the front door into the school? _____________________        ___________________

Please take notes on the following and add a stick figure doodle on the right to help you remember.         PICS 

	Primary Source 

Document
	

	Secondary Source 

Document


	

	Reliability
	

	Bias
	

	Imperialism
	Gain political / economic control over a country. Usually as colonies.
Example: 

	Nationalism
	

	Totalitarianism
	

	Communism
	

	Fascism
	Extreme right wing political philosophy emphasizing nationalism and
Militarism.

Examples:   

	Right Wing
	

	Left Wing
	

	Democracy
	Political philosophy associated with freedom, liberty, individual rights

and universal suffrage. 

	Industrialism
	


Please take notes on the following and add a stick figure doodle on the right to help you remember.         PICS 

	Primary Source 

Document
	Document created at the time of an event. 

Examples: 1st hand eyewitness accounts, diary entries, autobiographies, 
speeches, photographs, letters, government reports. Can be unreliable, 
biased, fragmented, lacks retrospect. 

	Secondary Source 

Document


	Document created well-after an event and synthesizes data.

Examples: Biographies, textbooks, encyclopedias, some websites.

More reliable, well-rounded and reviewed for accuracy. Synthesizes 
numerous primary sources to create a more accurate account. 

	Reliability
	 Is it primary or secondary source?

- Degrees of reliability – how reliable (very? Quite? Somewhat? )

- Search for biased language and people

	Bias
	The lens through which a document or person views a situation; 
shapes by background. Slant put on a viewpoint.

Racist, Sexist, Feminist, Conservative, Christian, Muslin, Marxist, 
Positive, Negative. Etc. 

	Imperialism
	Gain political / economic control over a country. Usually as colonies.

Example: 

	Nationalism
	-Pride in one’s country.  When extreme, it becomes dangerous and can lead
to war/eliminating others. 



	Totalitarianism
	

	Communism
	

	Fascism
	Extreme right wing political philosophy emphasizing nationalism and

Militarism.

Examples:   

	Right Wing
	

	Left Wing
	

	Democracy
	Political philosophy associated with freedom, liberty, individual rights

and universal suffrage. 

	Industrialism
	


Primary Source:

Document created at the time of an event. 

Examples: 1st hand eyewitness accounts, diary entries, autobiographies, speeches, photographs, letters, government reports. Can be unreliable, biased, fragmented, lacks retrospect. 

Secondary Source

Document created well-after an event and synthesizes data.

Examples: Biographies, textbooks, encyclopedias, some websites.
More reliable, well-rounded and reviewed for accuracy. Synthesizes numerous primary sources to create a more accurate account. 

Reliability

- Is it primary or secondary source?

- Degrees of reliability – how reliable (very? Quite? Somewhat? )

- Search for biased language and people

Bias

The lens through which a document or person views a situation; shapes by background. Slant put on a viewpoint.

Examples: Racist, Sexist, Feminist, Conservative, Christian, Muslin, Marxist, Positive, Negative. Etc. 

Imperialism:

-Gain political/economic control over another country. Colonies.

Example: Much of Africa carved up by Europeans.

Nationalism:

-Pride in one’s country.  When extreme, it becomes dangerous and can lead to war/eliminating others. 

Totalitarianism:

-Having complete authority over every aspect of your populace’s lives. Requires military and secret police. 

Communism:

Extreme left political ideology where complete equality is the ideal. Means of production (business/industry) owned by collective. 
Examples: USSR, Mao’s China, Cuba

Fascism

Extreme right political ideology emphasizing nationalism and militarism.

Examples: Hitler, Mussolini, Franco

Right Wing

-On the right of the political spectrum, prefers tradition, private ownership, smaller gov, low taxes. (Conservatism/Fascism)

Left Wing

-On the left of the political spectrum, prefers change, larger gov, high taxes, many social programs (Socialism/Communism)

Democracy

-Political ideology associated with freedom, liberty, individual rights and universal suffrage.

Industrialism:

-Mass production, which creates a working class. Communism impossible without the exploitation and urbanization resulting from industrialization.
