The Fine and Delicate Art of Multiple Choice Questions

Terminology:

The Stem:  The stem is the question that is being asked.

Correct Response: The “Right Answer”

Distracter Response: The next closest answer, but incorrect.

Incorrect Response: The remaining two answers that must be completely incorrect. 

Bloom’s Taxonomy: The level of difficulty of the question



Factual Recall: A basic Fact



Application: Must know information and then apply it to get the answer. 



Synthesis: Must infer the answer from a variety of information learned in course. 

1. In 1914, which nations were allied in the Triple Entente?

A. Britain, France and Germany


B. Britain, France and Russia

C. Turkey, Russia and Austria-Hungary

D. Italy, Germany and Austria-Hungary

(What do you have to know to answer this question?)

(Ask: Have I heard the country before? Which ones can I delete right away?)

2. The weapon which made offensive combat extremely difficult on the Western Front was/were:

A. Machine guns
     B. Aircraft

C. Poison gas
 D. The tank

(What do you have to know to answer this question?)


“Our soil is stained red with the blood of young French soldiers. Most of our strong your men are dead and our fields are devastated. Germany must pay for its atrocities! 








-1919, Politician, Versailles Paris
3. The above statement was most likely spoken by:

A. Lloyd George, the British Prime Minister at the end of the war.

B. Georges Clemenceau, the French President at the end of the war.

C. Woodrow Wilson, shortly after he wrote the 14 points for the peace treaty.

D. Lloyd George, the French President at the conclusion of the war. 

(What is sneaky about this question?)

4. The most important battle for Canadian troops in WWI that brought Canada worldwide recognition was:

A. Battle of the Somme



B. Battle of Britain

C. Battle of Passchendaele


D. Battle of Vimy Ridge

( Higher order thinking question. It is a bit more difficult, because you have to weigh all of the information that you know and make some sort of judgment about the facts)
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1. The Canadian Prime Minister during WWI was:

A. Robert Borden 
B. Lloyd George
C. Mackenzie King  D. Sam Hughes 

(What do you have to know to answer this question?)

(Ask: Have I heard the name before? Which ones can I delete right away?)

2. Serious disunity and the threat of violence between the French and English Canadians were created in 1917 by the passing of the:

A. War Measures Act


B. Military Service Bill

C. Military Voters Act


D. Declaration of war against Germany

(What do you have to know to answer this question?)

 Which of the following is NOT an important term of the Treaty of Versailles?

A. Germany would pay over 30 billion dollars in reparations

B. The War Guilt Clause laid all of the blame of war on Austria-Hungary

C. Germany would have to seriously limit their military size 

D. New nations like Poland, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia would form

(What is sneaky about this question?)

4 How was the Hundred Days Campaign different from other Canadian military engagements in World War One?

A. Canadian Merchant marines protected supply convoys


B. Canadian Pilots fought in the air, allowing ground troops to retreat

C. Canadian troops conducted a war of attrition in mud filled swamps

D. Canadian soldiers advanced continuously, pushing back enemy forces

(Higher order thinking question. It is a bit more difficult, because you have to weigh all of the information that you know and make some sort of judgment

about the facts)
