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Puritanism in England

"That excess in wickedness doth bring untimely Death."
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Paraphrase:

Puritans sought to cleanse society of what they regarded as corrupt, sinful practices. 

They believed that the civil government should strictly enforce public morality by prohibiting vices like drunkenness, gambling, ostentatious dress, swearing, and Sabbath-breaking. 

They also wished to rid churches of every aspect of Roman Catholic ritual and practice (See page 4.)

Perhaps most important, membership in both churches was limited to the "visibly godly," meaning those men and women who lead sober and upright lives. 

"I was conceived in Sin & Born in iniquity."

Puritans believed that human beings were innately sinful—utterly depraved by inheriting the original sin of Adam and Eve


"assurance that they possessed God's saving grace"

But Calvin also taught that God, in his infinite mercy, would spare a small number of "elect" individuals from the fate of eternal hellfire 

God decided who would be saved or damned before the beginning of history—and that this decision would not be affected by how human beings behaved during their lives. The God of the Puritans did not give extra credit for the good works that men and women performed during their lives. – PREDESTINATION
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Mapping Assignment 

Use the Atlas (p. 138) to identify the following political features of England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland:

England

Scotland

Ireland

Wales

Northern Ireland
Dublin


London

Glasgow

Irish Sea

English Channel
North Sea

Isle of Man

Galway Bay

Atlantic Ocean
Oxford


Belfast
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