Assignment #2: Novel Journal Entry
I usually find this one of the most interesting assignments as I get to find out how you connect to your novel and understand it on a deeper level. It also shows me the depth to which you can engage in an intellectual conversation on your novel at an adult level. 
Please keep the following in mind when it comes to journal writing:
1. Writing in response to reading without a goal of deeper understanding is a waste of time (yours and mine). Don’t wing it. Think about your purpose. 
2. Your goals are to:

a) Personalize the story (make it more meaningful for you) 

b) Gain insights about characters 

c) See the world in a different way

3. The main point of journal writing is to clarify your thoughts by committing your thinking to paper.  Thinking leads to more thinking. Some thinking can only happen through writing. 
Assignment: 

1. Please choose a quote or a passage from your novel (include page number) and explain the connection (text to self, text or world) that you have made to it. Please explain in depth, this should be much longer than 3-4 sentences

2. How does your connection help you understand more about the book? (characterization, character development, themes, symbolism, how the character is feeling etc.)

Today you need to write your own journal entry, and respond to one other person in your LIT circle group. For instance, you will write, then pass the paper to someone else who will write a response and add their own connection (in another coloured pen/pencil). As always, proper grammar, spelling, punctuation etc. applies. 

Please include your novel title as your heading. Example: Journal #1: The Kite Runner

Student example: (This got a 21/24 – needed to be more specific – name a terrorist group instead of speaking in generalities. )

1984:  "You are prepared to cheat, to forge, to blackmail, to corrupt the minds of children, to distribute habit-forming drugs...-to do anything which is likely to cause demoralization and weaken the power of the Party?" (p.180)

     The mindset of Winston, Julia, and the Brotherhood in general was nearly identical to that of modern-day terrorists. Much like terrorists, the Brotherhood placed their cause above all else, including their moral values. They were prepared to disfigure and torture even the most innocent members of society, merely to achieve their greater goal of freedom. The Brotherhood was also greatly hypocritical, believing that the best method of constructing a free society was to lead the old one into chaos. All these views greatly coincided with the beliefs of modern day terrorists, as these present day criminals also strive to destroy their enemies at all costs. Similar to the rebel society of "Nineteen-Eighty Four", terrorists believe their aims to be morally sound and are prepared to commit gruesome acts in order to achieve them. Corrupted by their confused views, these individuals sacrifice the lives of innocent adults and even the youngest children in an attempt to defeat the "oppressor". Clearly, many parallels can be drawn between the mindsets of terrorists and the Brotherhood. Furthermore, both groups also shared suicidal/sacrificial tendencies. Orwell's rebels accepted that death was immanent when opposing the overpowering Party, while present-day terrorists commonly jeopardize their well-being as bombers. Evidently, modern terrorists and the Brotherhood share many similar views and are completely committed to attaining "freedom".
This quote also helps the reader somewhat sympathize with the Party and their totalitarian beliefs. It reveals the potential dangers that could be posed by the existence of the Brotherhood and makes it seem as if only the Party maintains the boundary between order (however, perhaps too complete of order) and chaos. The typical reader would be stricken by disgust and horror at the fact that the rebels are prepared to taint innocent lives in the quest for freedom. Also, by realizing the similarities between the Brothers' views and those of modern terrorists, an especially sensitive reader could lose all respect and support for the Brotherhood.
SPACE FOR A STUDENT TO COMMENT ON THE ABOVE CONNECTION. Remember, you should add a meaningful and deep comment. For instance, “This makes me think of similar groups in ________. Or “Your connection reminds me of a news article about_______.” Remember to be specific in your comments and examples. Don’t say “terrorists” list the terrorist group and information about them. 







