Fitton – Law 12







File Number:

Welcome to our introductory activity. After the problem-based scenario, you will be responsible for self-reflecting on a very probing question: what does this activity reveal about the discipline of Law?

1. Hooks: Please watch the following video of “Dexter Uncut” to provide you with an understanding of the science behind blood splatters. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J40wqqg_8Wcsi bloow
2. “The Science behind blood splatters” from UCDavis: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Po_eWHdAq8 
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Inference: The act of drawing conclusions through reasoning; using facts to come to a conclusion.

Directions: 

1. Read the blood splatter informational text provided. 

2. Examine the crime scene in front of you and use your knowledge of blood splatters to help solve the case.

For investigation:

A. Which object in class killed the Victim 

B. Answer the questions below using your knowledge.

C. Think of probing, questions to determine what occurred. 

Questions:

1. Provide evidence to support which object(s) were used as the murder weapon. How do you know?

2. Are there any “large spots” – what does this mean?

3. Are there any small spots? – What does this mean?

4. Are there any elongated blood splatters? –What does this mean?

5. Are there any contact splatters? –What does this mean?
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6. Are there any voids? What does this mean?

7. Is there any “cast off?” What does this mean?

8. Describe what you think happened.

Police often have to sketch or photograph a crime scene as part of their investigation.

Please draw the crime scene in the area below, adding all relevant and necessary details. 

Label the following terms if they exist:

1. Large spots
2. Small spots

3. Elongated 

4. Contact splatters

5. Void

6. Cast off

7. Weapon (s)

8. Victim (s)


1. Identify possible questions you have or leaps of logical creative thinking you have while examining the crime scene. *

2. Finally – write down why you think we completed this assignment in Law 12. Comment on the skills involved and how they may assist you throughout the year. How do you think it relates to rest of the course?

For those wishing to research blood splatters in more detail – as an extension, please read:

http://www.forensicsciencesimplified.org/blood/principles.html 

*Occam’s Razor – Philosophical Concept that given two explanations, the simplest is likely the correct one.










