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IRONIC 

An old man turned ninety-eight 
He won the lottery and died the next day 
It's a black fly in your Chardonnay 
It's a death row pardon two minutes too late 
Isn't it ironic ... don't you think 

It's like rain on your wedding day 
It's a free ride when you've already paid 
It's the good advice that you just didn't take 
Who would've thought ... it figures 

Mr. Play It Safe was afraid to fly 
He packed his suitcase and kissed his kids good-bye 
He waited his whole damn life to take that flight 
And as the plane crashed down he thought 
'Well isn't this nice...' 
And isn't it ironic ... don't you think 

Well life has a funny way of sneaking up on you 
When you think everything's okay and everything's going right 
And life has a funny way of helping you out when 
You think everything's gone wrong & everything blows up in your face 

It's a traffic jam when you're already late 
It's a no-smoking sign on your cigarette break 
It's like ten thousand spoons when all you need is a knife 
It's meeting the man of my dreams 
And then meeting his beautiful wife 
And isn't it ironic... don't you think 
A little too ironic... and yeah I really do think... 

Life has a funny way of sneaking up on you 
Life has a funny, funny way of helping you out 



 

Helping you out




-Alanis Morisette



RICHARD CORY
Whenever Richard Cory went downtown, 

We people on the pavement looked at him: 
He was a gentleman from sole to crown, 
Clean favored, and imperially slim. 

And he was always quietly arrayed, 
And he was always human when he talked; 
But still he fluttered pulses when he said, 
“Good morning,” and he glittered when he walked. 

And he was rich -- yes, richer than a king, 
And admirably schooled in every grace: 
In fine, we thought that he was everything 
To make us wish that we were in his place. 

So on we worked, and waited for the light, 
And went without the meat, and cursed the bread, 
And Richard Cory, one calm summer night, 
Went home and put a bullet through his head.

             
-Edwin Arlington Robinson (1869-1935)
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Topic: Both Alanis Morrisette and Edwin Robinson use irony. Discuss.





Join the dark side and remember the formula, Jedi.





Formula:


1. Thesis Statement: Re-word the question as an argument. Include the name of the poet(s) and the poem(s) in your thesis.


2. Find and circle examples of irony in both poems.


3. Use quotes from the texts as evidence to prove your points.


4. Discuss the quotes and how they prove your thesis (argument).


5. Conclude with a bang: why is irony important? What is the effect in each poem? (Comedy, Shock, Happiness)


6. Discuss both poems.


Include as much information as possible.








