Descriptive Paragraph Criteria
	 Criteria 

Content

 -Strong, forceful, 

detailed descriptions of item that result in 

‘imagery’

 -Ideas clearly described

Form

       -A distinct paragraph
 -Introduction and 

   concluding sentence               
 -Clear transitions 

Conventions

      -Sentence Structure

      - Spelling

      - Punctuation


                         Personal Checklist

· Content – I have used strong, forceful,            detailed descriptions which provide a single, clear picture of a person, place, thing, or idea. 

· Form – I have written an organized paragraph with topic sentence, supporting details, and a concluding sentence complete with transitions between ideas. 

· Conventions- I have proofread and have no spelling or sentence errors. Any errors that I have do not interfere with the meaning of my paragraph
	Aspect
	Not Yet Within      Expectations 

          (1)
	Meets Expectations

       (Minimal)

           (2)
	Fully Meets Expectations

       (3)

 
	Exceeds Expectations

         (4)

	Content
	- No descriptions provided (may be a simple list or discussion)
	- Descriptions lose focus.

- Descriptions are vague


	- Descriptions are clear.

- Attempts at creativity made. 


	- Descriptions are vivid

- Descriptions are creative

- Descriptions create ‘images’ in readers mind

	Form
	- Introduction is missing

- Supporting details missing or off topic

- No transitions

- Conclusion missing
	- Topic sentence is there but is weak

- Supporting details are vague or unconnected to topic sentence

- Weak transitions

- Weak conclusion
	- Topic sentence

- Supporting Details

- Transitions

- Concluding Sentence
	-Topic sentence is engaging ‘hook’

-Powerful supporting details

-Transitions are creative and strong

-Powerful conclusion

	Conventions
	-Many errors in spelling in structure interfere with meaning
	-Errors in simple words and structures noticeable but don’t interfere with meaning
	-One or two errors in some difficult passages but meaning is clear
	-No errors in spelling, sentence structure punctuations or grammar


Must haves                                                       Score                                                Total
-Neat




Content
*2= _____                                

-Double Spaced


Form

*1=_____                                   /16

-Name




Conventions
*1=_____
