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The Métis in the Northwest

Use your “Horizons” textbook pages 166-176 to help you answer the following questions.

1. List 3 guarantees for the Métis that were promised by the passing of the Manitoba Act. (167)

2. A. How does John A. Macdonald rationalize the brutal treatment of the Métis?  (Refer to the primary source paragraph on page 166). 

B. Describe the actions of the “Peacekeepers” sent to the region by John A. Macdonald. (166)

3. Describe the two types of scrip issued to the Métis. (167)

Money scrip (
Land scrip (
4. Why were the Métis forced to flee Manitoba in the early 1870s? Where did most go? (168-169)

5. Describe the pattern of settlement recreated by the Métis when they moved.  (169)

6. Use “The Laws of St. Laurent” on page 173 to help you with the following (169-171):

Briefly describe the 4 laws listed.

7. Who was Lawrence Clarke? What was his attitude toward to Métis? How was his attitude  typical of how white settlers felt about the Métis and the First Nations people? (170)

8. How did Lawrence Clarke succeed in lowering the standard of living of the Métis? (170)

9. Use “The 1875 Incident” on page 171 to help you answer the following: 

A. Read the priests’ viewpoint.  Identify 2 statements that indicate bias. (look at the language he uses in to describe certain people).

B. Read Clarke’s account.  Which statement indicates his racism toward the Métis?

C. How do these two accounts contradict each other?

D. How do these two accounts corroborate, or support, each other? (what do they say that is the same?

E. In the priest’s account, who are the “knave and his agents”?

10. Explain why the Métis felt helpless and powerless by the end of the 1870s. (Synthesis of everything you have read)

