West Indies 


The West Indies was a very attractive target for colonization due to the huge commercial possibilities of the region, mainly the rum and sugar produced there. 

Between 1623 and 1632 English settlers occupied St Kitts, Barbados, St Croix, Nevis, Antigua, and Montserrat. 

The English took Jamaica from the Spaniards in 1655, and the tiny Atlantic island of St Helena was annexed in 1673. 

Before European settlement on the islands of the West Indies, they were inhabited by three different peoples: the Arawaks, the Caribs, and the Ciboney. 

These indigenous tribes were effectively wiped out by European colonists. 

Christopher Columbus was the first European to visit several of the islands (in 1492). 

In 1496 the first permanent European settlement was made by the Spanish on Hispaniola.  

 By the middle 1600s the English, French, and Dutch had established settlements in the area, and in the following century there was constant warfare among the European colonial powers for control of the islands. 

Some islands flourished as trade centers and became targets for pirates. 

Large numbers of Africans were imported to provide slave labor for the sugarcane plantations that developed there in the 1600s.


North America

The first permanent British colony in North America was Jamestown, Virginia, established by Captain John Smith in 1607 with 105 pioneers. This was known as a 'tobacco' colony. 

Following the early settlement in Virginia, British colonies spread up and down the east coast of North America and by 1664, when the British secured New Amsterdam (New York) from the Dutch, there was a continuous fringe of colonies from the present South Carolina in the south to what is now New Hampshire. 

These colonies, and others formed later, had their own democratic institutions. 

The attempt of George III and his minister Lord North to coerce the colonists into paying special taxes to Britain roused them to resistance, which came to a head in the American Revolution 1775-81 and led to the creation of the United States of America from the 13 English colonies then lost.

Another tobacco colony was founded in Maryland in 1632. 
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India

India was at the heart of the British Empire but it was initially controlled not by the British government but by the East India Company . 

This huge company, chartered in 1600, set up a number of factories, as their trading posts were called, and steadily increased its possessions 

The East India Company was the most powerful private company in history, controlling India partly by direct rule and partly by a system of alliances with Indian princes, maintained by the Company's powerful army. 

Queen Victoria was proclaimed empress of India on January 1, 1877 

Several motives underlay the British colonization of India: commerce, security, and a purported moral uplift of the people. 

The "expansive force" of private and company trade eventually led to the conquest or annexation of territories in which spices, cotton, and opium were produced. 

British investors ventured into the unfamiliar interior landscape in search of opportunities that promised substantial profits. 
British India gained independence as the two dominions of India and Pakistan in 1947. 
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East Asia
British interest in China began in the late 18th Century as Britain became a large importer of tea.  

This trade created a bilateral trade deficit which the British sought to resolve by exporting opium from India to China, despite opposition among Chinese officials to the trade. Conflict over the trade resulted in the Opium Wars in which Britain twice decisively defeated China.

Although Britain annexed Hong Kong, most of its trade with China was regulated by treaties which allowed trade through a number of coastal ports. 
Kowloon was added to the colony after a second Opium War (1856-58). 

Burma (now Myanmar) became a province of British India 1886 after a series of Anglo-Burmese Wars from 1824. 

In Borneo, Sarawak was ruled as a personal possession by James Brooke, a former soldier of the East India Company, and the British North Borneo Company acquired Sabah 1888. 

The sultanate of Brunei, which had formerly possessed Sarawak and Sabah, itself came under British protection in the same year. 

Burma and Ceylon became independent in1948 and the republic of Sri Lanka dates from 1972. 
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Australia 


In Australia, colonization began with the desire to find a place for penal settlement after the loss of the original American colonies. 

The first shipload of British convicts landed in Australia 1788 on the site of the future city of Sydney. 

In the winter of 1791, the process of British colonisation of Western Australia began when George Vancouver claimed the Albany region in the name of King George III. 

Initially, relations between the explorers and the Aboriginal inhabitants were generally hospitable and based on understanding the terms of trading for food, water, axes, cloth and artefacts. 

These relations became hostile as Aborigines realised that the land and resources upon which they depended and the order of their life were seriously disrupted by the on-going presence of the colonisers.
New South Wales was opened to free settlers in 1819, and in 1853 transportation of convicts was abolished. 

Before the end of the century five Australian colonies - New South Wales, Western Australia, South Australia, Victoria, Queensland - and the island colony of Tasmania had each achieved self-government; an act of the Imperial Parliament at Westminster created the federal commonwealth of Australia, an independent dominion, 1901. 

New Zealand, annexed 1840, was at first a dependency of New South Wales. It became a separate colony 1853 and a dominion 1907. 
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Africa

The Cape of Good Hope in South Africa was occupied by two English captains in 1620, but initially neither the government nor the East India Company was interested in developing this early settlement into a colony. 

Under the Treaty of Paris in 1814, the UK bought Cape Town from the new kingdom of the Netherlands for $6 million. 

British settlement began 1824 on the coast of Natal, proclaimed a British colony in 1843. 


The British showed little interest in Africa outside the Cape until the scramble for territory of the 1880s, although a few forts were kept in West Africa, where gold and ivory kept their importance after the slave trade was ended by Britain in 1807.

Elsewhere a great deal of ruthless and profitable trade was carried on, including the eventual export of some twelve million slaves to the Americas. 

The British sought to win a share in the rich trade which the Portuguese had pioneered - in gold, ivory, gum and above all slaves.
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“The Sun Never Sets on the British Empire”

 Use the information gathered by each group to complete your organizer.

	Colony
	Date colonized
	Resources sought
	Details/Important People

	Australia


	
	
	

	India


	
	
	

	East Asia


	
	
	

	North America


	
	
	

	West Indies


	
	
	

	Africa
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“The Sun Never Sets on the British Empire”

KEY

 Use the information gathered by each group to complete your organizer.

	Colony
	Date colonized
	Resources sought
	Details/Important People

	Australia


	1791
	FOOD, WATER, AXES, CLOTH, ARTIFACTS
	-George Vancouver

-James Cook

-penal colony (prisoners were sent there)

	India


	1877
	SPICES

COTTON

OPIUM
	Queen Victoria

-Ghandi gains independence for India in 1947

	East Asia


	1856
	OPIUM

TEA
	-gained independence in the later 20th century

-Opium Wars!!

	North America


	1607
	TOBACCO

COTTON

SLAVES

FISH

FUR   TIMBER
	John Smith starts first colony in Jamestown, VA

	West Indies


	1655
	RUM

SUGAR

SLAVES
	-many native tribes were wiped out

-Columbus

	Africa


	1843
	GOLD

IVORY

GUM

DIAMONDS

SLAVES
	-exported 12 million slaves to America


