Synthesis 

· use old ideas to create new ones 

· generalize from given facts 

· relate knowledge from several areas 

· predict, draw conclusions 

· Question Cues:
combine, integrate, modify, rearrange, substitute, plan, create, design, invent, what if?, compose, formulate, prepare, generalize, rewrite 

Evaluation 

· compare and discriminate between ideas 

· assess value of theories, presentations 

· make choices based on reasoned argument 

· verify value of evidence /recognize subjectivity 

· Question Cues
assess, decide, rank, grade, test, measure, recommend, convince, select, judge, explain, discriminate, support, conclude, compare, summarize 
Analysis 

· seeing patterns 

· organization of parts 

· recognition of hidden meanings 

· identification of components 

· Question Cues: analyze, separate, order, explain, connect, classify, arrange, divide, compare, select, explain, infer 
Application 

· use information 

· use methods, concepts, theories in new situations 

· solve problems using required skills or knowledge 

· Questions Cues: 
apply, demonstrate, calculate, complete, illustrate, show, solve, examine, modify, relate, change, classify, experiment, discover
Comprehension 

· understanding information / grasp meaning 

· translate knowledge into new context 

· interpret facts, compare, contrast 

· order, group, infer causes 

· predict consequences 

· Question Cues:  summarize, describe, interpret, contrast, predict, associate, distinguish, estimate, differentiate, discuss, extend 
Knowledge 
· observation and recall of information 

· knowledge of dates, events, places 

· knowledge of major ideas 

· Question Cues: list, define, tell, describe, identify, show, label, collect, examine, tabulate, quote, name, who, when, where, etc. 

History 12

How do teachers create multiple choice questions. Some hints below. 
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1. Must have longer than one word distracters. Distracters must be close enough to be correct. 

2. Must not be ridiculous. Must be able to justify why it was included; why would someone find it 

distracting?
3. Eliminate ambiguities. Instead of “Where was Stalin from” you may want to write “In which Eastern European country was Stalin born?”

4. Ask deeper questions that force students to apply knowledge. If you wish to test if students know who a certain person is (ie: Lenin, Stalin, Tsar Nicholas) provide a quote and ask who was likely to have said it (application level).

5. Do not use “none of the above” on more than a few questions. 

6. Avoid lifting phrases directly from text or lecture. This becomes a simple recall activity for the student. Use new language as frequently as possible. 


7. Most literature recommends writing the correct answer before writing the distracters. This makes sure you pay enough attention to formulating the one clearly correct answer. 


8. Answer options should be about the same length and parallel in grammatical structure. Too much detail or different grammatical structure can give the answer away.

