Passing a Bill – Student Activity

Students are divided into two parties (  Liberal (or NDP) & Conservative. (split room like HOC)

Within each party, one is the Cabinet Minister introducing a bill.

Students are to use page 237 of their textbook to follow the steps of introducing, reading, amending, debating and finally passing or rejecting a bill.

Teacher is the Senate.  Teacher can choose to pass or reject the bill if it gets to that stage.

Liberal Party’s Bill (  same sex marriages to be legally recognized in Canada.

Conservative Party’s Bill (  Capital punishment to be enforced as law for capital crimes

Step 1 (  give each party their bill.  The chosen Cabinet Minister introduces it to their party.

Step 2 (  the Cabinet must draft the bill so that it meets with majority approval

Step 3 (  Cabinet Minister introduces the Bill in the “House of Commons”.

Step 4 (  After a few minutes of discussion amongst the party, the bill is re-read

Step 5 (  10 minute debate of the bill (must go through the speaker of the house)

Step 6 (  House can choose to amend the bill and send it to a third reading and vote

Step 7 (  if the bill passes the house, Senate (teacher) then approves/rejects it

Repeat this for the other party’s bill.
(Perhaps have a group that is NDP or something, so no side has a majority and can push their legislation through)
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