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Current Events Annotation
Preamble: One of the most important skills you can learn is to read with a pen in your hand. University Professors and educational psychologists agree that annotating a text while reading can increase comprehension. Moreover, by thinking WHILE reading instead of afterwards, you will be able to synthesize prior knowledge with new information which will create an enriched learning experience. 

Instructions:

(1) Clip or print an article from an intelligent and reliable source– you may use online sources or print media. (2) Examine the article and annotate with your insights. (3) Clearly indicate the “who, what, when, where and why.” (4) Define any vocabulary you are unfamiliar with. (5) Explore possible bias and make inferences about why the article was written. Identify the biases. (6) Examine the title/subtitles and speculate on their importance. (7) Comment on any photos – why are they selected? What do they do for the article?  (8) Please also pay attention to the author’s style and any persuasive techniques that they use. Comment on them and their effectiveness/intended purpose. (9) Special emphasis should be placed on WHY you think the author wrote the article (Humour? Persuasion? Information?) (10) What is the “Big Idea” of the article (11) Identify the thesis and conclusions that are drawn where possible***  
-Comment throughout + write at the conclusion if you want! 

Aim:

The assignment seeks to make you aware of how you interact with your learning and to help you to gain a critical awareness of how articles, newspapers and current events offer insight into issues (but typically with an infusion of bias.) I also want you to recognize how important style is in writing while giving you an appreciation for legal issues and social debates.

Grading:

The analysis portion of this assignment will be evident through the comments you write in the margins and the details you pick out. You need not write a separate section for analysis. Quality of annotations will be graded – not volume. 
Due: _____________________________________
Worth:   12 marks

Criteria:

Depth of analysis.

Quality of annotation / insight
Who/What/When/Where/Why if applicable.
Use reliable sources

Possible Sources:

1. Reputable newspapers

2. Google Scholar

3. J-store

4. Ebscohost
5. GALE

Name:


Date:
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