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A Midsummer Night’s Dream Opening Notes
The name: The feast of John the Baptist was an English/Catholic festival celebrated on the summer solstice, June 24 (Midsummer Day). It was believed that on Midsummer Night, the fairies and witches held their festival. People would burn huge fires that night to ward off evil spirits. 
Comedy means _________________(to have fun, make merry). In a comedy, the leading characters have to overcome ____________that temporarily act against them. A comedy always ends in _________________, but not every character is necessarily __________________. 

Shakespearean comedies also tend to have
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________________ who struggle to overcome _____________ that is often presented by ____________________.

· Mistaken ___________________

· __________________ tensions
· Many intertwining  _____________
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Frequent use of _______ (play on words, use of the double meanings of words) and malapropisms (confusing words that are similar in sound ie. Ninus tomb = Ninny’s tomb)
Structure of a Shakespearean Drama:
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All Shakespearean plays have ______ acts. An act consists of a number of related incidents. The plot differs from other kinds of literature because the climax is always in __________ and hints at how the play will _________________. It is not the most _______________ point, just the point where problems begin to be _________________.

Themes hinted at in the beginning of the play in Act 1 Scene 1
1) Play of _________________. Example: “ I woo’d thee with my sword and won thy love” (1.1.16).

What it means: Theseus won her ________________ by _____________ her

2) Love is _____________ and hard to ______________ . Example: “Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind” (1.1.234). (Helena’s soliloquy*)

*Soliloquy: when an ___________________character in a play reveals his/her _______________ and __________ to the audience while ________ on stage.
Scene 2 Note:

Much of Bottom’s Humour comes from his use of malapropisms
Malapropism: an act of ___________ words ridiculously, especially by the confusion of words that are _____________ in sound. 

Example: Bottom: “You were best to call them generally, man by man, according to the scrip (1.2. 2-3)

He actually means: 
